THE 

GOBRECHT 


JOURNAL 


For  Collectors 
of  the 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COIN  SERIES 

VOLUME  TWENTY  TWO  ISSUE  #64 


PHOTO  PROOF  —  BECAUSE  YOUR  COINS  ARE  SPECIAL 
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collection.  PHOTO  PROOF  Deluxe  Service  includes  two  enlarged  images  of  obverse  and  reverse, 
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coins  are  special. 
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The  1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  Quarter,  The  Rarest 
Collectable  Liberty  Seated  Quarter 

by 

Jack  Marston 

The  title  of  this  article  was  taken  from  the  reference  book  "The  Comprehensive 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters"  by  Larry  Briggs  and  Harry 
Smith.  This  statement  is  made  on  page  28  of  this  book  where  some  of  this  coin's 
fascinating  characteristics  are  also  listed.  This  particular  variety  has  been  known  for 
at  least  50  years,  since  a  VF  example  of  this  variety  was  sold  in  1 945  as  Lot  #320 
in  the  auction  known  as  the  "World's  Greatest  Collection",  a  sale  administered  by 
Abe  Kosoff  of  the  Numismatic  Gallery. 

There  are  three  quarters  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  that  are  considered  not 
collectable,  due  to  their  extreme  rarity.  They  are  the  1 842  Small  Date  Proof  quarter, 
with  approximately  6  known;  the  1866  No  Motto  Proof  quarter  with  only  one  fantasy 
piece  known,  a  coin  subsequently  stolen  from  the  duPont  family  in  1 967;  and  the 
1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  of  which  4  are  currently  known,  with  a  5th  being 
reported  but  as  yet  unverified.  All  of  these  quarters  are  major  varieties  for  their  given 
year  and  mint  since  the  1 842  Large  Date  quarter,  the  1 866  With  Motto  quarter  and 
the  1873-CC  With  Arrows  quarter  are  all  collectable  coins  in  the  series. 

The  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  quarter  is  also  a  major  variety  for  its  year  and 
mint,  and  exceptionally  rare  in  all  grades.  The  importance  of  this  coin  to  history,  to 
our  country,  and  to  the  numismatic  community  cannot  be  over  estimated.  There 
have  been  several  articles  written  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  on  the  "Rarity  Plateaus 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Quarters"  over  the  years,  but  all  of  these  articles  were  written 
over  ten  years  ago  and  this  fabulous  and  mysterious  quarter  was  not  even  listed  or 
acknowledged.  However,  two  articles  were  published  in  the  journal  in  July  1986 
which  started  the  discussion  about  this  ultimate  variety. 

Along  with  being  a  major  variety,  the  1840-Q  WD  Large  O  quarter  is  a  transitional 
variety  struck  from  a  transitional  die,  giving  it  a  unique  position  in  the  complete 
picture  of  United  States  quarter  dollars.  As  of  August  1 991 ,  there  were  1 6  examples 
of  this  variety  that  had  been  verified  to  exist  by  Larry  Briggs  and  Harry  Smith,  the 
authors  of  the  quarter  dollar  encyclopedia.  They  listed  it  as  an  R-6  in  rarity  in  all 
grades,  with  the  finest  known  being  an  EF-45  coin. 

The  1 840-O  WD  Large  O  quarter  was  produced  in  New  Orleans  during  the  first 
year  in  which  Branch  Mint  quarters  were  made.  I  became  fascinated  by  all  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  coins  of  1 840  from  the  New  Qrleans  Mint,  after  learning  about  the 
many  different  die  combinations  that  were  used  during  this  year.  This  particular 
variety  is  especially  fascinating  but  it  is  necessary  to  look  back  to  the  1840-O  No 
Drapery  quarter,  to  fully  understand  its  uniqueness.  I  was  fortunate  to  be  able  to 
document  the  transitional  nature  of  the  1 840-O  No  Drapery  quarter  in  Issue  #53  of 
the  journal  in  March  1992.  In  that  article,  the  main  focus  was  to  explain  the 
differences  and  design  changes  that  occurred  in  the  No  Drapery  quarter.  However, 
at  that  time  I  did  not  emphasize  the  design  differences  in  the  eagle  on  the  reverses 
of  the  No  Drapery  and  With  Drapery  types. 
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1839  ND  Quarter  -  Gobrecht  Type 

OBV:  No  drapery  at  elbow.  Large  Rounded  rock.  Hand  holding  ribbon  has  four 
fingers.  Four  fingers  wrapped  around  pole.  Left  shoulder  is  bare.  Liberty's 
head  is  snnall. 

EDGE:  Wide  rim  and  denticles. 

REV:     Eagle  with  tongue.  Eagle's  head  is  small.  Pointed  beak.  Small  claws. 


1840-O  ND  Quarter  -  Transitional  Type 

OBV:  No  drapery  at  elbow.  Smaller  rounded  rock.  Hand  holding  ribbon  has  two 
fingers.  Four  fingers  wrapped  around  pole.  Hair  added  to  shoulder. 
Liberty's  head  is  small. 

EDGE:  Thin  rim  and  small  denticles. 

REV:     No  tongue.  Eagle's  head  is  small.  Short  stubby  beak.  Small  Claws. 
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1840-O  WD  Large  O  Quarter  -  Transitional  Variety  of  a  Transitional  Type. 

OBV:  With  drapery  at  elbow.  Smaller  flattened  rock.  Hand  holding  the  ribbon  has 
two  fingers.  Three  fingers  wrapped  around  pole  with  one  finger  pointing  up 
pole.  Hair  on  shoulder.  Liberty's  head  is  large. 

EDGE:  Wide  rim  with  double  cut  denticles  on  reverse.  Double  edge  seam  with 
circular  cuts  in  collar. 

REV:  No  tongue.  Eagle's  head  is  small.  Short  stubby  beak.  Small  claws.  Same 
as  1840-O  ND  quarter  with  mintmark  left. 


1840-O  WD  Quarter  -  Hughes  Type. 

OBV:  With  drapery  at  elbow.  Smaller  flattened  rock.  Hand  holding  ribbon  has  two 
fingers.  Three  fingers  wrapped  around  pole  with  one  finger  pointing  up 
pole.  Hair  on  shoulder.  Liberty's  head  is  large. 

EDGE:  Wide  rim  and  denticles. 

REV:     No  tongue.  Eagle's  head  is  large.  Pointed  beak.  Large  claws. 
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In  comparison,  the  eagle  on  the  With  Drapery  variety  appears  as  a  more  mature 
bird,  with  a  significantly  larger  neck,  head  and  beak.  The  lower  beak  of  the  eagle 
on  the  With  Drapery  variety  points  directly  toward  the  bottom  part  of  the  D  in 
UNITED.  On  the  1 840-O  No  Drapery  variety,  the  lower  beak  points  more  toward  the 
space  between  the  D  and  the  first  S  in  STATES.  This  feature  gives  the  appearance 
that  the  head  is  held  higher  on  this  reverse.  The  beak  on  the  1 840-O  No  Drapery 
variety  looks  almost  stubby  by  comparison  to  the  With  Drapery  eagle,  with  a  much 
shorter  tip  on  the  upper  portion.  The  claws  on  the  With  Drapery  variety  are 
considerably  larger,  whereas  the  No  Drapery  claws  are  small  with  short  curved 
talons.  The  wings  and  body  on  the  With  Drapery  variety  are  noticeably  larger,  as  is 
the  lettering  that  is  most  noticeable  in  the  A  in  QUAR.  In  essence,  the  No  Drapery 
eagle  looks  like  a  young,  small,  maybe  adolescent  bird  next  to  the  With  Drapery 
large  eagle  type. 

The  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  quarter  is  essentially  a  variety  having  the  new 
style  obverse  with  drapery,  mated  with  an  old  style  reverse  with  the  small  eagle.  It 
joins  a  unique  list  of  early  New  Orleans  transitional  coins,  where  one  of  the  dies 
contained  significant  changes  from  the  old  design.  This  list  includes: 

1 .  1 840-O  Transitional  Half  Dime,  V-6 

No  Drapery  Obverse,  Large  Letters  Reverse 

2.  1841-0  Transitional  Dime,  GR-101  and  GR-102 

With  Drapery  Obverse,  Closed  Bud  reverse 

3.  1840-O  Transitional  Quarter,  Briggs  1-A 

With  Drapery  Obverse,  Small  Eagle  Large  O  Reverse 

4.  1 840-O  Transitional  Half  Dollar,  WB-1 01 

Liberty  Seated  Obverse,  1838  Tail  Hub,  Medium  Letters  Reverse 

All  of  these  coins  present  a  fascinating  picture  of  the  difficulties  at  the  new  branch 
mint  and  the  resolve  of  the  mint  director  to  continue  to  utilize  whatever  dies  that  were 
available  to  accomplish  the  required  task  of  minting  coins. 

Over  the  years  I  have  wondered  how  the  listed  mintages  were  determined  for 
varieties  during  the  early  years,  and  who  produced  these  figures.  In  particular,  I 
have  questioned  the  listed  mintage  for  varieties  of  the  1 840-O  quarter.  The  currently 
accepted  figures  are  as  follows: 

1840-O  No  Drapery  Ouarter-    Listed  Mintage:  382,200 

1840-O  With  Drapery  Quarter  -  Listed  Mintage:  43,000 

Total  Mintage:  425,200 
Randy  Wiley  has  been  extremely  gracious  in  sharing  with  me  the  information  that 
he  researched  from  the  National  Archives  on  early  New  Orleans  coinage.  I  believe  that 
this  information  may  further  question  the  accuracy  of  the  listed  mintages.  The  chart 
below  provides  the  dates  when  the  die  pairs  were  sent  from  Philadelphia  and  also 
gives  the  date  of  the  letters  from  New  Orleans  that  acknowledged  receiving  the  dies. 

Mailed  From  Philadelphia  Letter  Acknowledgment  Head  Die  Tail  Die 

January  22, 1840  February  8, 1840  1  1 

March  19,1840  April  1,1840  1  1 

June  8, 1 840  June  1 9, 1 840  1  1 

December  2, 1840  Not  Listed  1  1 
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Walt  Bodine  did  a  good  job  of  identifying  the  five  major  die  connbinations  used 
to  strike  New  Orleans  quarters  in  1 840  in  his  article  published  in  Issue  #36  of  the 
journal  in  July  1 986.  It  will  be  assumed  that  the  first  two  sets  of  dies  were  of  the  No 
Drapery  type  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse.  I  believe  that  the  first  tail  die  was  the 
"mintmark  left"  variety,  and  that  the  second  tail  die  was  the  "mintmark  right"  variety. 
This  means  that  dies  from  the  June  and  December  shipments  were  of  the  With 
Drapery  type  with  the  Large  Eagle  reverse.  The  third  tail  die  appears  to  be  the  variety 
with  the  "mintmark  over  right  edge  of  R  in  QUAR",  and  the  fourth  tail  is  likely  the 
reverse  with  the  "mintmark  centered  over  R  in  QUAR".  The  next  chart  documents 
the  monthly  mintages  listed  for  1 840-O  quarters  from  the  Treasury  Statements.  This 
information  is  as  follows: 


JAN 

1840 

JUL 

1840 

FEB 

1840 

AUG 

1840 

75,000 

MAR 

1840 

SEP 

1840 

APR 

1840 

20,000 

OCT 

1840 

MAY 

1840 

58,400 

NOV 

1840 

108,000 

JUN 

1840 

120,800 

DEC 

1840 

43,000 

Based  on  when  dies  were  received,  when  coins  were  actually  minted,  and  the 
current  supply  of  surviving  1840-O  quarters,  it  seems  likely  to  me  that  the  listed 
mintage  of  43,000  pieces  for  the  With  Drapery  type  is  understated,  and  probably 
should  be  re-evaluated.  In  his  article,  Walt  Bodine  estimated  the  percentages  of 
currently  available  1 840-O  quarters  by  variety  from  his  experience  with  this  date. 
The  chart  below  makes  an  interesting  comparison  to  the  monthly  mintage  figures. 
But  please  keep  in  mind  that  this  chart  represents  only  my  opinion  and  is  not 
verifiable. 


1840-O  Variety            Bodine  Percent 

Date  Range 

Mintage 

Percent  of  Mintage 

ND  MM  Left 

49% 

APR-JUN 

199,200 

46.9% 

ND  MM  Right 

21% 

AUG 

75,000 

17.6% 

No  Drapery  Total 

70% 

APR-AUG 

274,200 

64.5% 

WD  MM  Over  Edge  of  R 

14.7% 

WD  Large  0  MM 

0.6% 

WD  MM  Over  Center  of  R 

14.7% 

With  Drapery  Total 

30% 

NOV-DEC 

151,000 

35.5% 

Total  Varieties  100%  APR-DEC      425,200  100% 


Let  me  make  one  final  note  on  information  obtained  from  the  National  Archives, 
in  a  report  from  New  Orleans  received  on  March  1 2, 1 841 ,  it  is  indicated  that  all  four 
1 840-O  tail  dies  and  three  of  the  four  head  dies  were  defaced.  However,  this  report 
also  states  that  one  head  die  was  reserved  for  1 841  and  not  destroyed.  But,  based 
on  the  monthly  Treasury  Statements,  quarters  from  New  Orleans  were  not  minted 
again  until  April  1 841 .  During  this  pehod  it  is  known  that  dies  from  previous  years 
were  used  to  mint  coins  so  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  know,  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  how  many  of  these  early  dies  were  actually  used  to  strike  coins. 
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The  other  article  in  the  journal  on  1 840-O  quarters  from  July  1 986  was  written  by 
John  McCloskey  and  is  entitled  "  The  Rare  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Quarter  With  The 
Large  O  Mintnnark".  In  this  article  the  author  documents  the  unique  double  row  of 
denticles,  and  speculates  that  the  reverse  die  started  out  as  a  narrow  denticle 
reverse  that  was  modified  for  further  use  later  that  year.  He  also  notes  the  weakness 
below  the  shield  and  in  the  feathers  through  the  upper  part  of  the  right  wing.  The 
one  paragraph  that  captured  my  interest  and  started  my  desire  to  own  an  example 
of  this  variety  was  his  summary,  which  is  quoted  below. 

"The  1840-O  With  Drapery  quarter  with  the  Large  O  mintmark  is  a  rare  and 
unusual  variety.  During  a  period  often  years  I  have  seen  perhaps  six  examples  of 
the  variety,  most  in  average  circulated  grades  and  I  have  never  encountered  an 
uncirculated  specimen.  I  believe  that  the  variety  has  potential  as  a  prized  rarity  in 
the  quarter  series  and  feel  that  this  variety  will  be  studied  extensively  by  numisma- 
tists in  the  years  ahead.  There  is  nothing  so  interesting  as  a  numismatic  mystery  to 
the  devoted  collector!  And  this  variety  sure  has  a  lot  to  offer  the  scholar  working  to 
understand  the  production  procedures  used  to  strike  our  beautiful  Seated  coinage 
of  the  19th  century." 

A  picture  in  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  encyclopedia  shows  a  die  crack  on  the  WD 
Large  O  reverse  which  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  left  upright  of  the  N  in  UNITED 
to  the  left  wing.  One  day  at  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Show,  Larry  Briggs  showed  me 
an  example  of  the  1 840-O  WD  Large  O  quarter  with  this  reverse  die  crack.  He  told 
me  that  he  could  prove  that  the  reverse  on  this  coin  was  struck  from  a  reworked  die 
of  the  No  Drapery  type  with  the  "mintmark  right".  He  then  pulled  out  an  1840-O  No 
Drapery  quarter  with  the  same  reverse  die  crack  as  seen  on  the  WD  Large  O  reverse. 
In  his  book,  Larry  also  documents  what  has  to  be  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
aspects  of  the  WD  Large  O  reverse,  the  edge  reeding  oddities  involving  a  "double 
seam"  with  circular  "cuts"  on  the  collar.  This  feature  is  known  only  on  this  variety. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  variety  was  struck  after  the 
WD  MM  over  right  edge  of  R  variety,  probably  during  the  latter  part  of  November 
1840.  I  base  this  opinion  on  the  fact  that  the  same  obverse  die  was  used  to  strike 
both  of  these  varieties  and  the  WD  Large  O  obverse  seems  to  be  in  a  later  die  state. 
The  coiners  at  New  Orleans  had  many  problems  in  the  early  years.  These  included 
difficulties  with  yellow  fever,  scandal,  die  breakage  and  of  course  shipping  prob- 
lems. It  is  no  wonder  that  dies  of  different  designs  were  used  together  in  attempts 
to  meet  production  schedules.  It  also  reminds  us  that  back  in  1 840,  New  Orleans 
was  a  long  long  way  from  the  Mother  Mint  in  Philadelphia. 

In  May  of  1 994  I  saw  an  ad  in  the  Numisamtic  News  that  caught  my  eye.  It  was 
a  listing  for  the  Heritage  ANA  Auction  that  was  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Detroit.  The  ad  listed  many  of  the  rarities  to  be  auctioned,  and  near 
the  bottom  was  an  especially  interesting  listing  for  a  Liberty  Seated  quarter.  The  ad 
said;  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  PCGS  MS-63,  Ex.  Rare.  I  almost  couldn't  believe 
my  eyes.  It  was  almost  two  weeks  later  when  I  attended  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Show 
that  I  asked  my  friend  Jim  O'Donnell  to  bid  on  this  coin  for  me.  Most  collectors  have 
never  even  seen  a  circulated  example  of  this  rare  variety,  let  alone  an  uncirculated 
one.  As  far  as  I  know,  this  is  the  first  example  of  this  variety  to  come  on  to  the  market 
in  mint  state.  The  auction  took  place  in  late  July  and  I  had  not  heard  anything  from 
Jim  by  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  August.  I  had  presumed  that  someone  else  was 
now  the  proud  owner  of  this  ultimate  transitional  coin  in  the  Seated  quarter  series, 
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but  it  turned  out  that  I  was  wrong.  Jim  called  me  during  the  second  week  of  August 
and  said  "  I  got  the  quarter". 

The  coin  was  bought  sight  unseen,  but  it  is  a  real  beauty.  It  is  in  a  PCGS  holder 
and  is  listed  on  the  label  as  follows: 

PCGS 

1840-O  25C 
MS63 

Drapery 

5398.63/1497076 

As  you  can  see,  the  specific  variety  is  not  identified  on  the  holder.  It  was  graded 
simply  as  an  1 840-O  With  Drapery  quarter,  where  it  shows  up  in  the  population  report. 
For  now,  it  is  the  rarest  collectable  Liberty  Seated  quarter,  but  its  status  could  certainly 
change  as  this  variety  becomes  more  familiar  in  the  numismatic  community. 

I  would  like  to  personally  thank  Jim  O'Donnell,  Randy  Wiley,  John  McCloskey, 
Walt  Bodine,  Larry  Briggs  and  Harry  Smith  for  their  contributions  to  the  numismatic 
literature  and  for  their  help  in  my  personal  endeavors. 

n 

f>  — ^ 

Autumn's  New  Purchases 


HALF  DIMES 

1837        Large  Date,  XF/AU   $225 

1844        VF   22 

1868-  S     Dark,  XF   35 

DIMES 

1846       WeakY,  Fine    $95 

1863-S      XF/AU   105 

1869-  S     Fine   15 

1877-CC    NiceUNC   145 

QUARTERS 

1841-0  Double  die,  hoard  coin,  PCGS  MS-60. . .  $575 
HALF  DOLLARS 

1861-0     Nice  toning,  XF/AU    $105 

1879       Proof,  cleaned/retoned  PF-60    375 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1 840       Reverse  rim  ticks,  XF/AU   $395 


Terms  of  Sale:  1)14  Day  Return  Privilege.  2)  All  Orders  Sent 
Postpaid.  3)  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

BEACON  COINS  •  LSCC#1019 

P.O.  Box  369 
Lancaster,  MA  01523-0369 
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Liberty  Seated  Halves  for  Sale  or  Trade 

I  will  sell  at  prices  listed  or  trade  for  Seated  halves  I  need.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Two  week  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  Please  add  $3  for 
insurance  for  orders  under  $250.  Write  for  trades.  Send  list  of  what  you  have 
and  need.  I  collect  by  die  marriage  and  variety,  so  I  have  a  long  list  of  needs. 
Other  halves  available.  Write  for  complete  list. 


HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 
1840 

1842 
1842 

1843 

1843-  0 

1844 

1844-  0 

1845-  0 
1845-0 
1849 
1850 
1850-O 
1855/4 

1855/4 
1855-0 

1855-S 
1855-S 
1855-S 
1855-S, 

1857 

1857 

1857-0 

1858 

1858 

1858 

1858 

1858 

1858 

1858 


129 
189 

99 
119 


No  Drapery,  VF-20    $219 

Doubled  Date,  WB-104,  XF-45, 
light  scratches  in  field  above  18  . . . 
Triple  Date,  WB-105,  niceAU-50... 
Recut  Date,  errant  8,  XF-45, 

WB-106,  second  marriage  

Multiple  recut  43,  XF-40,  unlisted  . . 
Doubled  Date,  WB-103,  XF-45, 

second  marriage   99 

Recut  844,  VF-25,  unlisted   129 

99 
89 
79 
179 


Recut  44,  WB-104,  XF-45  

Far  right  5,  WB-104,  rare,  G-4  

Recut  845,  WB-105,  VF-30  

Doubled  Date,  WB-103,  XF-40  

RepunchedO,WB-102,  XF-42    449 

Doubled  obverse,  AU-50   219 

WB-102,  second  marriage, 

VF-20,  a  little  baggy   99 

WB-102,  VF-25,  cleaned   99 

Oover  horizontal  0,  WB-102, 
VF-30,  circular  scratch  in  rev  field ., .     1 39 
Large  S,  G-6,  obverse  scratches ....     1 79 
Large  S,  G6A/G8,  lightly  cleaned  ...  249 

Large  S,  G6/VG8   319 

Large  S,  VF-35,  reverse  shield  & 
left  wing  area  damaged,  re-engraved  399 
Blundered  date,  WB-102,  XF-40  ....  99 
Blundered  date,  WB-103,  AU-50....  119 
Blundereddate,  WB-102,  VF-35  ....  79 

Type  1  Reverse,  AU-50   79 

Type  2  Reverse,  WB-1 1 0,  AU-50 ....  1 39 
Blundered  date,  WB-1 07,  XF-48  ....  119 
Blundered  date,  85  in  denticles, 

VF-30,  WB-1 09   495 

Blundered  date,  85  in  denticles, 

XF-40,  WB-1 09   595 

Blundered  date,  85  in  denticles, 

XF-42,  WB-1 09   695 

Blundered  date,  1  &  8  in  base, 

XF-45,  unlisted   169 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1858-0    XF-45  .. 
1858-0 
1858-0 


$59 
119 


1858-0 

1858-0 

1858-  0 

1859-  0 

1859-  0 

1860 

1860-  S 

1861-  0 
1861-0 
1866 
1866-S 
1868-S 
1868-S 
1869 
1871 
1871 
1873 

1873 


Errant  18 in  rock,  WB-104,  AU-50.. 
Top  of  errant  18  in  denticles, 

WB-106,  AU-53   139 

Quadruple8,  WB-1 07,  AU-50, 

early  state  with  base  of  extra  1    169 

Errant  8 in  rock,  WB-1 08,  XF-45  ... 
Base  of  blundered  1  in  shield, 

XF-45,  unlisted   119 

Errant  9  in  denticles,  WB-102,  XF-45 
Recut  1  &59,  WB-103,  AU-53, 

early  state   199 

Typel  Rev,WB-101,  AU-55   

Large  S,  AU-50,  tiny  rim  nick  

No  Drapery,  AU-50  

AU-58  

Errant  1  from  hand,  WB-103,  XF40  . 
NM,  WB-1 01 ,  AU-50,  light  obv  porosity 

Recut  18.  VF-35,  unlisted  

AU-50  

Recut  18,WB-102,  AU-50,  slight  ding 
Blundered  1,  WB-102,  VF30/XF40  .. 
Both  Is  recut,  XF-45-H,  unlisted  .... 
NA,  errant  187  in  denticles, 

XF-45,  WB-103,  early  die  state    189 

Short  arrows,  recut  1  &  3,  VF-30, 

WB-108,  a  little  baggy   

Minute  s,  WB-1 01,  AU-50  


79 


89 


225 
99 
99 
169 
149 
499 
99 
139 
169 
99 
129 


  89 

1873-  S    Minutes,  WB-1 01,  AU-50    499 

1874      Large  arrows  over  small,XF-42,  WB-103  319 

1 874-  S  Small  Wide  s,  WB-1 01 ,  VF35/XF45 . .  249 
1874-S    Small  Wdes,  WB-1 01,  AU-50 

lightly  cleaned   399 

1874-CC  AG3/G4,  light  obv  scratches   119 

1876  876  recutnorth,F15/XF40,  unlisted.  99 

1877  Doubleddate,VG-1  alight  rim 

damage,  unlisted    99 

1878-CC  Medium  CC,  VG-8,  a  pocket  piece  . .  199 

1880      Type2Rev,PR-60,WB-102   350 


DICKOSBURN 

17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (713)  334-2476 
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Liberty  Seated  Coins  Struck  From  Blundered  Dies 

by 

Carson  Torpey 

Liberty  Seated  coins  struck  from  blundered  dies  continue  to  be  discovered  on 
a  regular  basis.  While  their  numbers  are  still  quite  low,  there  are  enough  different 
dates  in  each  denomination  to  make  a  nice  collection.  These  coins  are  also  now 
appearing  in  many  dealer  price  lists. 

The  term  blundered  die  refers  most  often  to  dies  and  the  coins  struck  from  them 
on  which  extra  date  digits  were  punched  into  the  obverse  die.  These  extra  digits  can 
appear  far  from  the  normal  date  field,  showing  up  in  the  denticles  below  the  date 
and  on  the  niain  device  of  the  coin.  Other  terms  used  to  describe  these  extra  digits 
are  errant  date,  misplaced  date  and  blundered  date. 

Occasionally  the  term  blundered  die  is  used  to  describe  any  die  or  coin  on  which 
extra  digits  appear,  even  if  they  appear  within  the  normal  date  field.  These  errors 
already  have  the  use  of  other  terminology  such  as  recut  date,  doubled  date  or 
overdate.  For  this  article  the  term  blundered  die  will  referto  dies  with  the  extra  digits 
in  the  denticles  or  on  the  main  device  of  the  coin. 

Two  charts  are  included  with  this  article.  Chart  1  lists  those  Liberty  Seated  coins 
with  extra  digits  appearing  in  the  denticles.  Chart  2  lists  Liberty  Seated  coins  with 
extra  digits  appearing  on  the  main  device,  the  rock,  or  the  shield.  Both  charts  list  the 
date,  a  description  of  the  extra  digits,  a  listing  for  the  standard  reference  book  in  the 
series,  and  the  issue  of  the  journal  containing  an  article  on  the  variety.  New 
discoveries  continue  to  be  made  and  the  charts  will  need  to  be  expanded  to  reflect 
these  new  varieties. 

Articles  by  Del  Romines  in  Issues  #56  and  #57  of  the  journal  describe  blundered 
die  coins  and  their  relationship  to  the  date  alignment  jig.  Essentially,  Mr.  Romines 
theorizes  that  mint  workers  made  a  jig  to  hold  the  die  in  place  and  to  help  place  the 
date  punch  in  the  correct  position.  Visualize  just  how  small  a  die  and  date  punch 
are  and  how  difficult  it  would  be  to  properly  place  a  date  punch  without  the  use  of 
atool.  Studying  the  relationship  between  the  denominations  and  the  location  of  the 
extra  digits,  he  concluded  that  for  coins  with  extra  digits  in  the  denticles,  the  date 
punch  was  mistakenly  placed  in  a  slot  of  the  jig  template  that  was  intended  for  the 
next  larger  denomination.  For  example,  he  believed  that  quarter  dollars  with  extra 
digits  in  the  denticles  had  the  date  punch  placed  in  the  half  dollar  slot.  He  felt  that 
just  the  opposite  occurred  for  coins  with  the  extra  digits  on  the  main  device.  A 
quarter  dollar  with  digits  in  the  rock  above  the  date  could  have  had  the  date  punch 
placed  in  the  slot  of  the  template  intended  for  the  dime. 

In  Issue  #56  of  the  journal  there  is  a  picture  of  a  reproduction  of  a  jig  and  its 
template.  After  reading  the  article  on  this  tool  and  the  following  article  in  Issue  #57, 
I  thought  that  the  mystery  of  these  extra  digits  was  solved.  But  there  are  still  some 
varieties  that  do  not  fit  the  above  explanation.  His  theory  doesn't  entirely  work  for 
the  1 866  half  dollar  with  a  1  protruding  from  Liberty's  arm,  for  the  1 851  dime  with 
a  1  to  the  left  of  the  shield,  or  for  the  many  extra  digits  that  are  not  directly  above 
or  below  their  corresponding  position  in  the  date. 
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I  would  now  like  to  explain  how  I  conducted  my  own  research  on  coinage  dies. 
Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins  contains  many  photos  of 
Liberty  Seated  coins  that  are  twice  actual  size.  I  photo  copied  these  and  then 
enlarged  them  to  eight  times  the  actual  size  of  the  coins.  I  measured  and 
remeasured  each  photo  copy  to  check  the  accuracy  of  the  enlargements.  I  located 
the  center  of  each  photo  copy  and  the  1 2  o'clock  position,  the  9  o'clock  position  and 
the  3  o'clock  position  on  each  enlargement.  By  holding  a  copy  of  one  denomination 
over  that  of  another  and  holding  both  up  to  a  strong  light  source,  it  was  easy  to  study 
the  relationship  between  the  date  and  the  other  design  elements. 

In  Issue  #57  of  the  journal,  Del  Romines  presents  a  drawing  showing  the 
relationship  between  the  date  and  the  denticles  for  several  denominations  of  Liberty 
Seated  coins.  But  note  that  all  of  the  denominations  share  a  common  center  point. 
When  speaking  to  Mr.  Romines,  he  informed  me  that  the  drawing  was  not  quite 
accurate  but  it  did  get  the  message  across. 

Chart  1 
Extra  Digits  In  Denticles 


Fvtra  ninitc 

Jniirri/il  Rpfprpnrp 

uirnes 

1  up  Ul  1 

Iqq!  IP 

1  03  1 

1  up  Ul  O  Ul  9 

IcCMp  #^^4 

Twenty  Cent 

1875-S 

Top  of  1 ,8 

Issues  #41,  #43,  #54 

Pieces 

1875-S 

Top  of  1 

Issue  #54 

1875-8 

Top  of  875/5 

Issue  #54 

1875-S 

Top  of  1 

Issue  #54 

1876-CC 

Top  of  8 

Issues  #58,  #59 

Quarters 

1857-0 

Top  of  1 ,8 

Briggs,  Obv  7 

1869-8 

Top  of  8,6 

Briggs,  Obv  1 

1872 

Top  of  8 

Briggs,  Obv  4 

1876 

Top  of  1 ,8 

Briggs,  Obv  2 

1876 

Top  of  1 ,8 

Briggs,  Obv  3 

1883 

Top  of  8,3 

Briggs,  Obv  1 

1891 

Top  of  8,9 

Briggs,  Obv  7 

Issues  #41,  #54,  #61 

Half  Dollars 

1858 

Top  of  8,5 

WB-109 

Issue  #56 

1858-0 

Top  of  1 

WB-106 

Issue  #30 

1858-0 

Top  of  8 

WB-105 

1859-0 

Top  of  9 

WB-102 

Issue  #19 

1865 

Top  of  6 

WB-103 

1866 

Top  of  6 

WB-102 

1866-8 

Top  of  8 

WB-103 

1873 

Top  of  8 

WB-103 

Issue  #39 

1876 

Top  of  6 

WB-103 

1876-CC 

Top  of  8 

Issue  #63 

1882 

Top  of  8,8 

WB-102 

Dollars 

1868 

Top  of  1 ,8 

Issue  #62 
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Chart  2 


Half  Dimes 


Dimes 


Quarters 
Half  Dollars 


Dollars 


Extra  Digits  on  Main  Device 

Extra  Digits 

Variety  Listing 

Journal  Rpfprpr 

8  in  skirt 

V-1 

Icciip  #9fi 

7  in  skirt 

V-5 

Icqiip  #c:p 

1  u  /  ^  o 

1  in  skirt 

V-6 

1851 

1  on  shield 

GR-101 

issue  ifOd 

1856 

Digits  in  rock 

GR-104 

1856 

8  on  scroll 

Icci  iq 

issue  ifoc. 

1859 

9  by  ribbon 

GR-101 

Icci  iq  ^KO, 
looUc  ffOvJ 

1872 

2  in  rock 

GR-104 

Icci  iq  jtf  OQ 

issue  wdo 

1876-CC      8  by  pendant 

GR-104 

1877 

1  in  rock 

GR-103 

Issue  #56 

1888-S 

8  in  gown 

Issue  #57 

1889 

9  in  gown 

GR-103 

IcQi  IP  i^RQ 

lOOUC  TTOO 

1890 

8,9  by  pendant 

GR-101 

1890 

Digits  by  pendant 

GR-102 

Issue  #51 

1 890-S 

8  by  ribbon 

GR-103 

1891 

1  in  rock 

|CC|  IP  #fi'5 

1847 

8  below  rock 

Briggs,  Obv  3 

1856 

5  in  shield 

Briggs,  Obv  9 

Icci  iq  C^O 
issue  WDii 

y  iri  lucrv 

WB-102 

1857 

857  in  rock 

WB-102 

issue  ifiL\i 

1857 

57  in  rock 

WB-103 

1857-0 

7s  in  rock 

WB-102 

1858 

185  in  shield,  rock 

issue  ifbd 

1858 

8,8  in  rock 

WB-108 

1858-0 

8  from  rock 

WB-103 

1858-0 

1 8  from  rock 

WB-104 

issue  iftiM 

1 858-0 

8  in  rock 

WB-105 

Issue  #28 

1858-0 

8  in  rock 

WB-106 

Issue  #30 

1858-0 

8  in  rock 

WB-107 

Issue  #45 

1858-0 

8  from  rock 

WB-108 

issue  #66 

1 858-0 

Digits  from  rock 

WB-109 

1 858-S 

8  in  rock 

Wd-103 

Issue  #33 

1859-0 

9  in  rock 

\A/D  H  no 

1866 

1  from  hand 

WB-103 

1871 

1  in  rock 

WB-102 

1872 

8  in  rock 

WB-102 

1876 

6  in  rock 

Issue  #59 

1844 

8  in  rock 

Issue  #21 

1872 

1,2  in  rock 

Breen  #5492 

Issue  #39 
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I  began  my  study  with  the  larger  coins  and  things  went  smoothly.  But  as  I 
extended  my  study  to  the  dime  and  half  dime  varieties,  I  found  that  design  features 
would  not  fall  into  place.  The  first  thing  I  discovered  was  that  the  placement  of  the 
extra  digits  on  the  climes  fall  into  two  distinctly  different  areas  as  shown  in  Figure  1 . 
The  bottoms  of  some  digits  lie  well  above  the  pendant  in  Liberty's  gown  as  indicated 
by  area  A.  The  tops  of  other  digits  are  seen  just  above  the  pendant,  while  their 
corresponding  bottoms  would  lie  in  the  rock  as  shown  by  area  B,  if  they  were  visible. 
If  one  aligns  copies  of  a  dime  and  half  dime  center  to  center,  the  date  of  the  half  dime 
falls  below  the  rock.  Now  position  the  half  dime  date  so  that  it  falls  into  area  B  of  the 
dime.  The  two  coins  will  now  be  aligned  at  the  top  and  not  at  the  center.  Take  a  copy 
of  a  silver  three  cent  piece  and  place  it  so  that  the  date  falls  into  area  A,  again  the 
two  coins  are  aligned  at  the  top,  and  not  the  center.  The  same  happens  for  the  extra 
digits  appearing  on  the  half  dime.  The  half  dime  and  silver  three  cent  piece  must  be 
aligned  at  the  top  in  the  1 2  o'clock  position  to  have  the  date  on  the  three  cent  piece 
fall  into  the  area  where  they  are  seen  on  the  half  dime. 

I  studied  this  alignment  problem  for  two  years  and  could  not  make  this  finding 
fit  in  with  the  photo  of  the  date  alignment  jig  that  appeared  in  Issue  #56  of  the 
journal.  Then  in  Issue  #62  of  the  journal,  a  discovery  of  an  extra  1  appearing  to  the 
left  of  the  shield  on  an  1859  GR-101  dime  by  Chris  Pilliod  led  to  an  explanation. 
Using  the  same  method  as  before,  I  positioned  a  copy  of  a  half  dime  over  that  of  a 
dime  and  moved  the  half  dime  to  the  left  so  that  the  position  of  the  1  would  match 
that  of  the  photo  in  Mr.  Pilliod's  article.  The  two  copies  were  still  aligned  at  the  top 
but  now  they  were  also  aligned  on  the  side  at  the  9  o'clock  position. 

As  an  experiment,  I  aligned  the  picture  of  a  three  cent  piece  at  the  edge  of  a  sheet 
of  paper  at  the  9  o'clock  and  1 2  o'clock  positions.  I  covered  the  figure  with  a  new 
sheet  of  paper  and  then  marked  the  position  of  the  date  on  this  paper.  Using  the 


Figure  1 
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same  sheet  of  paper,  I  substituted  the  other  denominations  for  the  three  cent  coin 
and  marked  the  position  of  the  date  for  each  coin.  The  results  show  that  the  dates 
are  not  aligned  down  a  center  line  but  rather  they  are  aligned  along  a  diagonal.  This 
may  provide  some  insight  into  why  many  extra  digits  are  not  placed  directly  above 
their  corresponding  position  in  the  date. 

Consider  a  few  examples.  The  1 859  dime  with  an  extra  5  or  9  by  the  ribbon  is  a 
well  known  variety.  Aligning  a  silver  three  cent  piece  with  a  dime  in  the  9  o'clock  and 
the  1 2  o'clock  positions,  will  show  a  9  from  the  three  cent  piece  lying  in  the  position 
of  the  extra  digit  on  the  dime.  Align  a  dime  and  a  half  dollar  in  the  same  fashion,  and 
the  digit  1  on  the  dime  will  protrude  from  Liberty's  hand  as  on  the  1 866  half  dollar. 
Align  a  silver  three  cent  piece  and  a  half  dime  in  the  same  way  and  an  extra  7  will 
show  in  the  skirt  just  as  on  the  1 872  half  dime.  Position  copies  of  a  half  dime  and 
a  dime  similarly,  and  an  extra  1  from  the  half  dime  will  show  in  the  rock  just  as  on 
the  1877  dime. 

This  pattern  of  die  alignment  may  be  the  result  of  the  tools  in  use  at  the  time  these 
dies  were  made.  But  much  more  research  is  needed  before  any  conclusions  can 
be  drawn.  I  have  presented  these  ideas  now  in  the  hope  that  they  will  encourage 
further  research  in  our  efforts  to  discover  the  causes  the  Liberty  Seated  blundered 
die  varieties. 

I  would  have  thought  that  most  of  the  blundered  die  varieties  would  have  been 
discovered  by  now.  Once  the  collector  knows  what  to  look  for,  it  should  be  easy  to 
spot  new  varieties.  But  this  hasn't  been  the  case.  With  each  new  issue  of  the  journal, 
articles  appear  which  describe  new  discoveries.  One  wonders,  just  how  many  more 
blundered  dies  will  be  identified  during  the  next  few  years? 

BUYING 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR 
COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRLTE 

BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  1 996.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00  AM  on  Friday,  January  5,  1 996  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Convention  Center  in  Orlando  with  the  location  of  the  meeting  being  announced  in 
the  convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

The  Editor 
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A  Study  of  the  Business  Strike  1856  Seated  Dollar 


by 

Bert  A.  Schlosser 

Shortly  after  receiving  my  copy  of  Issue  #63  of  the  journal,  I  received  an  1856 
Seated  dollar  in  the  mail  that  I  had  ordered  from  a  Maryland  dealer.  I  therefore  found 
Carl  Ingraffia's  article  in  this  issue  on  the  1856/4  overdate  dollar  to  be  very 
interesting,  especially  since  I  had  never  seen  a  photograph  of  the  overdate  variety. 
My  coin  was  sold  as  Choice  AU,  is  99%  fully  struck,  and  is  apparently  an  earlier  die 
state  from  the  same  die  pair  as  Carl's  coin. 

I  also  have  just  recently  purchased  two  additional  1 856  Seated  dollars  from  an 
LSCC  member  and  have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  the  three  other  1 856  dollars 
that  I  have  stored  in  my  bank  box.  The  results  of  the  study  of  these  six  coins  has 
yielded  some  interesting  conclusions.  I  have  found  that  there  are  two  distinct  die 
states  for  this  date.  I  will  call  them  the  Early  Die  State  and  the  Late  Die  State. 

The  Early  Die  State 

OBVERSE:  Miss  Liberty  has  several  strong  chin  whiskers  protruding  from  her 
neck.  Several  raised  die  file  lines  run  from  the  Liberty  cap  pole  to  her 
upper  arm.  Three  or  four  short  triangular  die  spikes  extend  out  from 
the  pole  to  the  left  toward  Miss  Liberty's  shoulder.  A  strong  die  file  line 
sticks  out  from  the  drapery  below  her  elbow.  The  date  shows  the  clear 
remains  of  a  repunched  6  on  the  lower  left  side  of  the  6  and  along  the 
inner  left  side  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  6.  A  strong  diagonal  segment 
is  plainly  visible  in  the  upper  loop  of  the  6  that  could  be  the  remains 
of  an  earlier  4. 


1856  Seated  Dollar,  Obverse  Chin  Whiskers 
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1856  Seated  Dollar  with  Die  Gouges  Extending  From  Pole 


REVERSE:  A  small  but  deep  die  gouge  extends  from  the  left  side  of  the  eagle's 
sinister  wing.  A  smaller  die  gouge  is  also  visible  at  the  exact  top  of  the 
dexter  wing.  A  very  faint,  spidery  die  crack  runs  through  the  top  of  the 
letters  UNIT  in  UNITED.  These  coins  all  seem  to  be  fully  struck. 

The  Late  Die  State 

The  chin  whiskers  are  now  very  weak  due  to  die  wear  or  die  polishing. 
The  file  marks  and  spikes  from  the  pole  are  now  gone.  The  die  line 
under  Miss  Liberty's  elbow  is  still  plainly  visible.  The  diagonal  in  the 
upper  loop  of  the  6  is  weaker,  but  still  visible.  All  remains  of  the 
repunched  extra  6  are  gone. 

The  die  gouge  is  still  plainly  visible  on  the  eagle's  sinister  wing  while 
the  die  chip  on  the  dexter  wing  is  nearly  gone.  A  heavy  die  crack 
connects  the  top  of  the  letters  UNITE  in  UNITED,  with  other  cracks 
appearing  in  the  lettering .  The  strike  on  my  coins  in  this  die  state  varies 
from  average  to  very  weak. 


1856  Seated  Dollar  with  Die  Gouge  on  Sinister  Wing 


The  coin  described  by  Carl  Ingraffia  in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal  appears  to  be  a 
fairly  late  state  example  of  this  die  pair,  showing  the  reverse  cracks  but  with  no 
evidence  of  the  underdate  6. 

CONCLUSIONS 

A  study  of  my  six  coins,  plus  the  information  provided  by  Carl  Ingraffia,  suggests 
that  all  business  strike  1 856  Seated  dollars  may  have  been  struck  from  one  die  pair. 
There  are  two  major  die  states  for  this  die  pair.  The  die  gouge  on  the  edge  of  the 
eagle's  sinister  wing  is  the  strongest  reverse  diagnostic.  All  specimens  show  the 
remains  of  the  extra  diagonal  in  the  upper  loop  of  the  6.  The  die  state  of  this  variety 


OBVERSE: 


REVERSE: 
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is  most  easily  determined  by  the  thickness  of  the  die  crack  through  the  top  of  the 
letters  UNITin  UNITED.  Two  striking  periodsforthis  variety  are  suggested.  The  early 
die  state  pieces  seem  very  well  struck,  while  the  later  die  state  specimens  seem  to 
be  very  poorly  struck. 

Does  another  business  strike  die  pair  exist  for  this  date?  This  article  provides 
sufficient  information  to  conclusively  identify  examples  of  the  one  known  variety  for 
this  date.  Only  several  hundred  examples  of  the  business  strike  1856  dollar  are 
believed  to  exist  from  a  reported  mintage  of  63,500  pieces,  but  additional  die 
varieties  could  certainly  exist.  Can  anyone  determine  if  the  extra  diagonal  in  the  6 
is  the  remains  of  an  earlier  4?  It  certainly  looks  like  more  than  a  stray  die  gouge. 

The  pictures  of  my  1856  Seated  dollar  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney.  I  want  to 
thank  him  for  providing  these  excellent  pictures  of  my  coin  which  clearly  document 
the  diagnostics  of  this  die  variety. 


WANTED!!! 

CUDS  &  HEAVY  DIE  BREAKS 
ON  ALL  SEATED  COINAGE 

I  would  like  to  buy,  trade  or  just  photograph  cuds  and  heavy  die  breaks 
on  all  Seated  coinage  for  my  numismatic  research.  I  will  pay  well  over  listed 
Trends  prices  for  such  items. 


r 


7897  Seated  Dime  Reverse  1853  Arrows  Half  Dollar  Reverse 


Chris  Pilllod 

P.O.  Box  12722  •  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46864 


19 


HALF  DIMES 

1854      1854/1854,  F  +  ,  V-3   $18 

1856     AU,  nice  luster   75 

1861      AU,  sharp   60 

DIMES 

1838  AU-55,  GR-103,  nice   $220 

1839  XF-45,  A-3,  good  luster   80 

1840-  O  VF-30  +  ,  Small  0,  whizzed   25 

1840  WD,  \/F-35,  very  nice    225 

1841  184/1841,  Fine,  GR-1 01    15 

1841-  0  XF,  Small  0,  original   55 

1841-  0  \/F-30,  weak  date  variety    35 

1842-  0  VF-30-h,  Medium  0,  A-1,  original  35 
1843  1843/3,  AU-58,A-1,  beautiful...  300 

1843      1843/1843,  XF,A-2,  nice    60 

1845      1845/1845,  XF-45,  GR-103   150 

1845      1845/1845,  VF-h,  GR-101   65 

1845      1845/1845,  XF-45,  GR-101   150 

1845-0  VF,  planchet  flaw   60 

1847  F-H-h,  GR-103,  light  gray    40 

1848  XF-45,  GR-101,  very  nice   115 

1848  VF-35,  GR-101,  nice   50 

1849  1849/8,  G+,  GR-101,  scarce...  15 

1850  XF,  A-1,  afewtiny  hits    25 

1850  VF+,  reverse  die  cracks   20 

1851  1851/1851,  VF-30,  1  in  shield...  30 

1852  G-I-,  cud  on  reverse    25 

1853  WA,  VF/XF,  cleaned,  cuds   25 

1853-  0  VF-30,  original   35 

1854  XF-I-,  Heavy  Date    30 

1854-  0  VF+,  A-1,  choice   20 

1855  Doubled  Die  Obv,  VF-^   50 

1855     Doubled  Die  Obv,  F-i-   25 


DIMES 

1856     Large  Date,  VF    $18 

1856     Doubled  Die  Obv,  XF   30 

1 856  Doubled  Die  Obv,  VF-35   25 

1857  XF-45-h,  A-1,  nice   45 

1857  XF-I-,  some  luster   31 

1857-  0  Medium  0,  XF-f-,  lustrous   100 

1858  XF-I-,  some  luster   38 

1858     XF,  A-2,  original   30 

1858-  0  VF-H,  A-1,  nice   80 

1859-  0  Large  0,  VF-30,  light  mark   25 

1 861      Type  I  obv,  AU,  light  scratch  ...  45 

1861-S   F,  original,  some  ticks    55 

1863     AU-58,  a  beautiful  coin   1050 

1864-  S   VF,  choice  original    80 

1865-  S   Nearly  VF,  GR-1 02    90 

1869-S   F/VG,  light  gray   17 

1873      WA,VF/F,  nice   20 

1873-  S   AG,  decent   6 

1874-  S   Small  Thin  s,  VG/G-    20 

1874-  S   Small  Thin  s,  XF,  nice   250 

1875     G,  1  in  denticles    20 

1875-  00  VG,  nice  reverse  cud    30 

1875-00  CO  in  wreath,  XF,  nice   30 

1875-  S   Micro  s,  VF-35,  choice   40 

1876-  CCTypellrev,  F/G   40 

1876-CC  6's  in  drapery,  VG-t-    15 

1876-00  Doubled  Die  Obv,  G,  Rev  B  . . . ,  10 

1876-00  Doubled  Die  Rev,  G-i-,  nice  ....  10 

1876-S   F,  counterstamped  IPA   10 

1882     2/2  F/G,  discovery  coin   20 

1890     F/G,  four  digits  in  gown   35 

1890     F-/G,  one  digit  in  gown   20 

1890-S   Small  s,  VG-i-,  scarce   20 


TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many 
other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 


Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •   Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1868-S  Half  Dime 

by 

Stephen  A.  Grain 

After  the  introduction  of  the  Shield  nickel  in  1 866,  half  dinne  production  dropped 
to  a  fraction  of  its  pre-Civil  War  annual  nnintage  even  though  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
had  only  just  begun  to  produce  half  dimes  in  1 863.  Due  to  very  low  dennand  for  this 
silver  coin,  San  Francisco  mintages  for  the  half  dime  never  exceeded  280,000 
pieces  except  for  the  years  of  1872  and  1873.  In  fact  the  first  year  mintage  of 
14,742,500  pieces  for  the  1866  nickel  was  nearly  twice  the  total  mintage  of 
8,459,661  pieces  for  all  half  dimes  produced  at  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 
from  1 866  to  1 873.  It  is  apparent  from  these  figures  that  the  Mint  fully  intended  to 
phase  out  the  half  dime  and  replace  it  with  the  new  nickel  coin.  Low  demand  for  the 
half  dime  in  the  post-war  West  was  also  thought  to  be  the  primary  reason  why  half 
dimes  were  never  produced  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

With  such  relatively  low  mintages,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  all  half  dimes 
produced  in  a  given  year  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  could  have  been  struck  from  just 
a  single  pair  of  dies.  Indeed,  Valentine  lists  but  a  single  variety  for  each  year  of  San 
Francisco  half  dimes  exceptfortwo  varieties  of  the  1865-S,  two  varietiesof  the  1869- 
S,  and  four  varieties  of  the  1 872-S.  In  the  ensuing  sixty  four  years  since  Valentine 
published  his  reference  work  on  the  half  dime  series,  a  new  date  in  the  unique  1 870- 
S  half  dime  has  been  identified.  Furthermore,  a  second  variety  for  the  1 873-S  half 
dime  has  been  discovered  jointly  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  Michael  Schmidt  with  the 
information  on  this  new  variety  published  in  Issue  #47  of  the  journal.  This  still  leaves 
six  dates  of  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  with  mintages  of  at  least  90,000  pieces 
for  which  only  a  single  die  pair  has  been  reported.  These  dates  are  the  1863-S, 
1864-S,  1866-S,  1867-S,  1868-S  and  1871-S. 

In  an  article  appearing  in  Issue  #48  of  the  journal  in  July  1990,  I  analyzed  the 
relationship  between  reported  mintages  and  the  number  of  known  varieties  for  each 
issue  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series.  This  article  focused  particular  attention 
on  those  specific  issues  where  the  reported  mintage,  divided  by  the  number  of 
known  Valentine  varieties  yielded  production  averages  of  more  than  250,000 
pieces  per  die  pair.  These  calculations  were  made  based  upon  the  assumption  that 
dies  of  this  era  were  not  likely  to  have  been  used  to  strike  quantities  of  much  greater 
than  250,000  coins. 

Despite  certain  potential  errors  inherent  in  making  such  broad  generalizations, 
it  was  felt  that  such  a  statistical  analysis  might  help  to  point  scholars  and  other  half 
dime  enthusiasts  in  at  least  the  direction  of  greatest  probability  for  the  discovery  of 
new  varieties.  For  the  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes,  the  only  date  yielding  a  ratio 
higher  than  250,000  coins  per  die  pair  was  the  1868-S  issue,  with  one  reported 
variety  in  a  mintage  of  280,000  pieces.  Walter  Breen  indicates  that  for  this  issue, 
there  was " ...  one  pair  of  dies,  used  until  they  wore  down  and  shattered".  However, 
the  existence  of  only  one  reported  variety  for  such  a  large  mintage  suggested  a  high 
probability  of  additional,  yet  undiscovered,  die  varieties.  This  information  prompted 
me  to  look  at  all  specimens  of  the  1 868-S  half  dime  that  I  could  find  with  renewed 
interest.  My  patience  and  persistence  were  rewarded  with  the  discovery  of  a 
previously  unreported  variety  for  the  1 868-S  issue  in  September  1 993. 
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The  new  variety,  now  sequentially  designated  V-2,  pairs  the  reverse  die  of  the 
V-1,  in  a  late  die  state,  with  a  new,  previously  unreported,  obverse  die.  The  new 
obverse  die  is  most  readily  identified  by  observing  the  placement  of  the  date 
numerals  relative  to  the  shield,  bulla,  denticles,  and  other  obverse  design  features. 
The  date  on  the  new  variety  is  placed  slightly  further  to  the  right  than  on  the  V-1 
variety.  A  comparison  of  the  V-1  and  V-2  obverse  die  diagnostics  appears  in  the 
accompanying  chart.  Diagnostics  for  the  V-1  obverse  die  were  taken  directly  from 
a  microscopic  study  of  the  original  Valentine  plates,  as  first  published  in  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  publication.  Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs 
Number  48.  Information  was  not  taken  from  subsequently  attributed  coins  to  avoid 
any  possibility  of  misattribution.  Diagnostics  for  the  new  V-2  obverse  were  taken 
directly  from  the  discovery  coin. 

The  emission  sequence  for  the  1 868-S  half  dime  was  developed  from  the  early 
research  of  Dr.  Valentine,  Will  W.  Neil  and  others,  combined  with  a  detailed  study 
of  auction  lot  descriptions  from  the  major  half  dime  collections  of  the  twentieth 
century.  From  the  further  examination  of  multiple  specimens,  including  several  in 
the  author's  collection,  this  emission  sequence  appears  to  evolve  as  follows: 

1 868-S  Half  Dimes 

1868-S  V-1  Early  Die  State 

OBV:  Date  well  placed.  Shield  line  SL-9.5;  shield  points  to  flag  of  the  1  midway 
between  the  tip  and  the  upright  of  the  1 ;  bulla  over,  but  slightly  left  of  center 
of,  ball  of  6;  1  centered  over  space  between  denticles;  wide  foot  to  1 ;  left  serif 
of  foot  of  1  aligns  over  right  side  of  denticle;  first  8  centered  over  left  edge  of 
denticle  below;  6  centered  over  right  edge  of  denticle;  second  8  centered 
over  left  side  of  denticle.  There  are  several  die  file  lines  at  right  arm  holding 
pole  and  between  elbow,  pole  and  waist.  I  of  LIBERTY  on  shield  is  weak. 
Raised  line,  a  die  gouge,  connects  right  top  of  T2  to  upright.  Bottom  of  O  in 
OF  is  weak  but  complete.  Die  rust  or  crumbling  of  die  causes  roughness 
below  foot  of  Miss  Liberty. 

REV:  Mintmark  well  placed  below  bow.  Left  ribbon  close,  right  ribbon  distant.  Faint 
die  crack  extends  from  right  ribbon  to  rim. 

1868-S  V-1a  Middle  Die  State 

OBV:  Moderate  die  clashing  appears,  most  visible  in  field  under  UNITED,  along 
arm  holding  shield,  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty's  nose,  and  to  right  of  arm  holding 
pole.  Clashing  also  visible  at  date,  connecting  tops  of  18. 

REV:  Die  crack  begins  from  left  ribbon  to  rim. 

1868-S  V-la  Late  Die  State 

OBV:  Die  lapping,  presumably  to  remove  evidence  of  die  clashing,  also  removes 
die  lines  at  elbow  and  pole,  and  reduces  sharpness  and  detail,  particularly 
at  denticles.  Faint  die  crack  extends  from  S2  to  top  of  head,  and  to  top  of  cap 
on  pole.  Die  crack  extends  from  rim  to  T2  forming  teardrop  shaped  raised 
metal  blobs  above,  to  the  right  of,  and  below  T2.  Bottom  of  O  in  OF  is  now 
broken. 
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1868-S  V-1  Obverse  with  SL-9.5 


1868-S  Half  Dime,  V-1  a  Obverse  with  die  crack  from  rim 
between  denticles  to  12 
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REV:  Die  cracks  at  left  and  right  ribbon  become  larger  and  more  pronounced.  A 
faint  die  crack  extends  from  right  ribbon,  through  base  of  mintmark, 
diagonally  to  rim,  where  it  intersects  the  earlier  die  crack  at  left  ribbon.  An 
additional  die  crack  extends  from  wreath  to  rim  at  K12. 

1868-S  V-2 

OBV:  New  die,  not  previously  reported.  Date  is  placed  slightly  further  to  the  right 
than  on  V-1 ,  yielding  SL-1 0.  Bulla  is  now  nearly  centered  over  6.  The  left  serif 
of  the  foot  of  1  aligns  with  the  left  side  of  a  denticle.  The  shield  points  to  the 
extreme  left  tip  of  the  flag  of  the  1 ;  1  centered  over  left  edge  of  denticle;  first 
8  centered  over  the  middle  of  a  denticle;  6  centered  over  the  left  edge  of  a 
denticle;  second  8  centered  over  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  date  is  well 
placed,  slightly  closer  to  the  base  than  to  the  denticles.  There  is  no  evidence 
of  die  cracks,  clashing,  file  marks  or  other  damage.  The  I  of  LIBERTY  on  the 
shield  is  weak. 

REV:  Reverse  die  of  V-1 ,  in  a  late  die  state.  Previous  die  cracks  more  pronounced, 
particularly  at  left  and  right  ribbons.  New  die  cracks  appear  from  acorn  to  rim 
at  K4,  and  wreath  to  rim  at  K9:30. 


1868-S  OBVERSE  DIE  COMPARISON  CHART 


VARIETY  SHIELD 
LINE 

V-1  SL-9.5 
V-2  SL-10 


SHIELD 
POSITION 

Over  center 
of  flag  of  1 

Over  tip  of 
flag  of  1 


BULU 
OR  PENDANT 

Slightly  left  of 
center  of  ball  of  6 

Over  center  of  6 


LER  SERIF 
0F1 

Over  right 
side  of  denticle 

Over  left 
side  of  denticle 


A  study  of  the  available  half  dime  literature,  including  auction  catalogs  of  the 
major  half  dime  collections  of  the  past,  has  revealed  no  reference  to  the  new  V-2 
variety.  Will  Neil  actually  listed  two  varieties  for  the  1 868-S  half  dime,  but  his  verbal 
descriptions  are  even  more  concise  and  cryptic  than  those  given  by  Valentine.  His 
monograph  was  completely  without  photographic  plates  so  much  is  left  to  the 
imagination.  Neil's  N4  variety  is  described  as  follows: 

As  last  (N3).  S  mint.  Die  broken  from  rim  through  first  T  of  STATES.  Several  short 
breaks  on  reverse  from  rim  to  wreath.  Very  rare. 

This  can  be  shown  to  be  an  example  of  the  Valentine  V-1  a  variety,  although 
Valentine  makes  no  reference  to  the  obverse  die  crack  at  T2.  Without  further 
information,  we  are  left  to  speculate  that  Neil's  N3  variety  must  have  been  an 
example  of  the  V-1  variety  in  an  early  die  state,  before  the  cracks  appeared. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  assess  the  relative  rarity  of  the  new  V-2  variety, 
except  for  the  observation  that  the  discovery  piece  remains  the  only  known 
specimen  at  this  time.  All  other  specimens  of  the  1 868-S  half  dime  studied  to  date 
have  been  various  die  states  of  the  V-1  variety.  It  is  perhaps  reasonable  to  assume 
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1868-S  V-2  Obverse  with  SL-10 


that  other  examples  of  the  V-2  variety  reside  in  the  collections  of  other  club 
members,  masquerading  as  the  V-1  variety.  Attributions  are  often  too  hastily  made 
for  dates  with  but  one  known  variety.  A  closer  inspection  of  the  45  examples  of  the 
1 868-S  half  dime  reported  in  the  recent  club  survey  will  perhaps  reveal  additional 
examples  of  the  new  V-2  variety.  The  author  would  appreciate  hearing  about  the 
discovery  of  additional  examples  of  the  V-2  variety,  and  be  interested  in  receiving 
any  comments  regarding  the  material  presented  in  this  article.  I  can  be  reached  as 
follows:  Stephen  A.  Grain,  89  Varney  Mill  Road,  Windham,  Maine  04062. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  providing  the  pictures  of  my  1 868-S  half 
dimes  for  presentation  with  this  article.  His  pictures  will  help  greatly  in  the  proper 
attribution  of  the  two  varieties. 
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On  The  Cover 

The  covers  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  present  pictures  of  the  finest  known 
example  of  the  1 840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  quarter,  a  coin  that  is  owned  by  Jack 
Marston  and  is  the  topic  of  his  article  in  this  issue  of  the  journal.  This  variety  is  an 
example  of  one  of  the  interesting  transitional  varieties  that  were  produced  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series  at  the  New  Orleans  mint.  It  has  some  unusual 
characteristics  that  are  not  seen  on  any  other  variety.  Of  particular  interest  is  the 
double  row  of  denticles  that  appear  around  the  outer  edge  on  the  reverse.  It  is  clear 
that  this  reverse  was  modified  so  that  it  could  be  used  with  a  new  Hughes  obverse 
by  the  addition  of  these  longer  denticles.  But  the  poor  workmanship  raises  some 
interesting  questions  about  the  unique  features  of  this  reverse  die. 

Why  were  serious  errors  made  while  adding  the  extra  row  of  denticles  to  the 
reverse  die?  We  know  that  this  die  was  initially  made  with  shallow  denticles  and 
used  to  strike  coins  with  an  1 840  No  Drapery  obverse.  We  might  ask,  what  kind  of 
tool  was  used  to  add  the  longer  denticles  to  this  die?  Is  the  poor  workmanship  an 
indication  that  the  modifications  were  made  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  by  workmen 
who  did  not  have  experience  with  coinage  dies?  Why  was  it  even  necessary  to 
modify  this  left  over  reverse  die?  Records  indicate  that  dies  were  sent  from 
Philadelphia  and  received  in  New  Orleans  within  a  period  of  about  two  weeks  at 
various  times  during  this  year.  While  New  Orleans  was  a  long  way  from  Philadelphia 
in  1 840,  regular  delivery  service  between  mints  would  not  seem  to  warrant  the  effort 
made  to  modify  old  dies  for  further  use.  Perhaps  additional  research  will  be  able  to 
answer  some  of  these  questions. 

The  Editor 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838-0  AU. 
1840-O 
1844-0 
1844-0 
1848 

1852-  0 
1853 

1853-  0 
1858 


A  Few  Nice  Coins  For  Sale 
QUARTERS 


  $2250 

Drapery,  XF   250 

PGGS  MS-62    9750 

Large  0,F-h   170 

Large  Date,  AU   190 

XF   220 

No  Arrows,  XF   185 


1863 
1864 
1866 
1867  , 

DIMES 

1838-0 
1840-O 

1842-  0 

1843-  0 
1844 
1844 
1845-0 
1846 
1846 
1849-0 

1851-  0 

1852-  0 
1856-S 
1856-S 

1858-  S 

1859-  S 

1860-  O 
1860-O 
1863 
1863 
1864 
1864 
1865 
1867 
1867 

1870-  S 

1871-  S 
1871-S 


Arrows 
BU... 
AU+ 
UNO  . 
UNO. 
UNO., 


UNO  PL 


475 
275 
450 
825 
825 
850 

XF   $475 

No  Drapery,  AU   295 


XF   170 

XF   450 

Good    325 

Fine    650 

UNC   1100 

AU   1350 

VF   240 

XF   275 

XF   190 

XF   190 

AU   1300 

XF   750 

XF   675 

XF   850 

VF   950 

Fine    575 

BU   1175 

Fine    375 

NGC  MS-63    1200 

VF   475 

Good    250 

PGGS  MS-63    1950 

BU   1575 

VF   475 

NGGMS-64    1450 

PGGS  MS-62    850 

1872-GGVF   1550 

1874-GGVF-F    16,500 

1879  BU   525 

1880  PGGS  MS-63    575 

1881  PGGS  MS-63    625 

1885-S   NGG  MS-63    11,500 

1885-S   AU-^   3750 

QUARTERS 

1838  NGGAU-55   $650 

1839  NGGXF-45   350 

1840-O  No  Drapery,  AU-55    750 

1841      NGGAU-58    1050 


1842  NGGAU-55... 
1844-0  NGGAU-55  ... 

1847-0  BUPL  

1848  NGGMS-60... 

1849-  0  NGGXF-45.... 

1850  NGGAU-55... 

1850-  O  BU  

1851  NGGAU-55... 

1851-  0   NGGAU-58  ... 

1852  NGGAU-58... 

1852-  0  NGGAU-58  ... 

1853  No  Arrows,  AU. 

1854-  0  PGGSMS-60.. 

1855-  S  NGG  MS-62... 
1857-S  NGGAU-55... 
1858  NGGAU-58... 
1860-S  NGGXF-40.... 
1864-S  NGGXF-40.... 
1865  AU  

1866-  S   PGGS  AU-55.. 

1867  PGGS  MS-62.. 

1867-  S  AU  

1868  AU+  

1868-  S  XF-^   

1869  NGG  MS-63... 

1870-  GG  NGG VF-20.... 
1871      PGGS  MS-62.. 

1871-  S    PGGS  MS-62.. 

1871-  GG  NGGAU-50  ... 

1872-  GG  NGG  XF-45.... 

1873-  GG  NGG  VF-20  ... 
1875-S   NGG  MS-63... 

1875-S  AU-H  

1875-GG  UNG  

1875-GG  XF  

1886  PGGSMS-64.. 

HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 
1840 
1841 
1844-0 
1846 
1846 
1846-0 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1850 

1858-  S 

1859-  S 

1870-  GG  XF  

1871-  GG  XF  

1878-S  PGGS  MS-63 
1878-GG  PGGS  MS-65 


VF+ 


No  Drapery,  XF 
Reverse  of  1 838, 

AU-I-,  choice  

Doubled  Date,  AU  . . . . 
Over  Horizontal  6,  XF  . 
Over  Horizontal  6,  VG . 

Tall  Date,  VF   

AU-i-,  choice  

AU-f,  choice  

BU  

VF  

AU  

AU  


Jim  O'Donnell 

325  East  48th  St.  •  New  York,  NY  10017  •  Telephone  (212)  758- 


$1000 

750 
4000 
1400 
4350 

750 
1100 

750 
3750 

900 
4200 
1575 
1700 
2750 
2250 

225 
4250 
3500 

350 
2850 
1475 
1250 

900 

700 
2150 
8500 

825 
4250 
19,500 
14,500 
7750 
1275 

350 
1250 

375 
1750 

$475 
340 
425 

4250 
550 
225 
450 
425 
395 

1650 
375 
190 
220 

3850 
950 
62,500 
42,500 


6536 
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An  1844-0  Quarter  with  the  1843-0  Large  O  Reverse 

by 

Ray  Lathrop 

At  the  Fall  Show  of  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  in  Dearbom  in  1 993, 1 
located  an  1 844-0  quarter  with  a  New  Orleans  mintmark  positioned  high  in  the  crotch 
between  the  feather  and  the  stem.  I  quickly  realized  that  this  was  a  mintmark  position 
that  I  had  not  previously  seen  on  an  1 844-0  quarter.  This  coin  also  had  a  bisecting  die 
crack  that  ran  at  a  diagonal  across  the  reverse  die.  I  knew  that  I  had  not  seen  this  die 
crack  before  and  therefore  purchased  the  coin  for  further  study.  The  reverse  did  look 
familiar  but  I  was  unable  to  recall  where  I  had  previously  seen  it. 

Upon  returning  home,  I  checked  my  reference  material  on  the  Seated  quarter 
series  and  soon  realized  where  I  had  seen  this  reverse.  I  recognized  it  as  a  late  die 
state  of  the  same  reverse  that  was  used  to  strike  the  1 843-0  Large  O  quarter.  The 
raised  dots  in  the  reverse  field  are  clearly  visible.  There  is  a  strong  field  dot  below 
the  center  of  the  first  A  in  AMERICA.  Another  is  visible  in  the  field  between  the  eagle's 
neck  and  the  right  wing.  There  is  a  strong  field  dot  below  the  right  base  of  the  R  in 
AMERICA.  Another  dot  appears  in  the  field  over  the  right  edge  of  the  R  in  QUAR.  A 
weaker  dot  appears  over  the  upright  of  the  D  in  DOL. 

The  reverse  die  has  developed  a  number  of  die  cracks  in  this  late  die  state.  There 
is  a  bisecting  reverse  crack  that  runs  from  the  denticles  through  the  olive  leaves  and 
berry,  up  through  the  left  edge  of  the  shield,  across  the  eagle's  neck,  through  the 
field  to  the  center  of  the  M  in  AMERICA  and  on  to  the  denticles.  Another  light  crack 
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1844-0  Quarter  with  Field  Dot  Below  R  &  Die  Crack  Through  I 
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runs  from  between  two  denticles  to  the  right  upper  serif  of  the  I  in  AMERICA.  A  final 
light  crack  runs  fronn  a  denticle  to  the  upright  of  the  D  in  DOL. 

After  studying  this  coin  for  some  time,  I  began  to  wonder  when  the  cracks 
developed  in  the  reverse  die.  At  the  Fall  Show  of  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic 
Society  in  1994,  I  was  able  to  purchase  another  example  of  this  variety  that  may 
have  answered  some  of  these  questions.  This  second  example  grades  only  VG  but 
it  shows  no  indication  of  the  reverse  die  cracks,  even  in  the  protected  areas  under 
the  eagle's  wing  and  through  the  berry  where  a  die  crack  should  be  visible  on  even 
a  low  grade  specimen. 

The  obverse  of  this  coin  also  has  some  very  interesting  die  characteristics.  There 
are  severe  die  file  marks  between  the  denticles  and  stars  1 1  to  1 3.  These  last  three 
stars  also  clearly  show  extra  outlines  around  many  of  their  points.  The  8  in  the  date 
is  centered  directly  over  a  denticle  and  shows  minor  repunching  along  the  inside 
top  of  the  lower  loop  and  along  the  outer  left  side  of  the  upper  loop. 

I  talked  to  Larry  Briggs  about  a  week  after  I  had  purchased  my  first  example  of 
this  new  variety.  He  discovered  that  he  also  had  an  example  of  this  variety.  He  had 
purchased  his  coin  almost  two  years  before  but  never  realized  that  it  had  the  same 
reverse  as  the  1 843-0  Large  O  variety.  This  makes  three  confirmed  examples  of  this 
new  variety.  Others  certainly  exist  and  are  likely  to  be  identified  when  Seated 
collectors  take  a  closer  look  at  the  coins  in  their  collections. 

The  pictures  of  my  1 844-0  quarter  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney.  I  want  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  him  for  these  pictures  which  have  helped  to  document  the 
key  characteristics  of  this  new  variety. 


1844-0  Quarter  with  Severe  Die  File  IVIarks  Over  Stars 


Hunting  for  Half  Dimes? 


HALF  DIMES 

1837     VF-25,  Large  Date, 

light  golden  toning   $77.50 

1837  XF-40,  Small  Date,  light 

cleaning  &  hairlines    135.00 

1 838  XF-45,  Small  Stars,  early  die 

state,  dark  gray   145.00 

1838     AU-55,  bold  strike  &  lovely  toning  125.00 

1838  AU-58,  sharp  strike,  white  coin  .  145.00 
1838-0  VF-30,  attractive  original,  scarce  325.00 

1 839  ANACS  AU-50,  unimpaired, 

golden  toning   97.50 

1840  XF-40,  With  Drapery,  dark  gray  .  135.00 

1841-  0  VF-20,  Medium  0,  nice   32.50 

1842     AU-50,  traces  of  luster,  original .  85.00 

1842     AU-55,  sharp  detail,  dipped  ... .  95.00 

1 842-  0  XF-40,  old  obverse  scratch, 

original   275.00 

1846  G-6,  a  dozen  tiny  digs,  rare  ....  185.00 
1848     VF-25,  Large  Date,  old  light 

cleaning   37.50 

1848     AU-58,  Large  Date,  reverse  die 

crack,  lovely  toning   250.00 

1849/6   XF-45,  nice  toning,  reverse 

die  crack    67.50 

1 849/8   XF-45,  V-4,  a  few  tiny  marks, 

sharp  original    77.50 

1849-0  VF-25,  sharp  original,  scarce  .. .  175.00 

1851  AU-50,  old  light  cleaning   80.00 

1 852  AU-58,  mint  state  but  for  light 

scratch  in  field   115.00 

1853  F-12,  No  Arrows,  a  few  light 

marks,  toned   45.00 

1853-0   F15/VF20,  No  Arrows,  old 

scratches  &  marks   250.00 

1 853     XF-40,  With  Arrows,  attractive 

original   40.00 

1853  AU-50,  heavily  die  clashed,  sharp  80.00 
1 856     XF-45,  full  bold  denticles,  die 

break  at  18,  nice   95.00 

1856     AU-50,  average  strike,  minor 

reverse  rim  mark   77.50 


HALF  DIMES 


1857 

1857-  0 

1858 
1858 

1858-  0 
1859 

1859-  0 
1860 

1863 
1863 

1864-  S 
1865 
1865 

1865-  S 
1866 

1866-  S 

1867 

1867 

1869 

1871 
1872 

1873-S 
1873-S 


XF-40,  attractive  golden  toning 
XF-45,  sharp  strike,  a  few 

light  marks  

XF-45,  sharp  original  gray  

AU-50,  Over  Inverted  Date, 

nice  toning  

XF-45,  die  break  from  rim  to 

head,  sharp  light  gray   

XF-45,  attractive  original, 

evenly  struck  

XF-40,  decent  example  

XF-45,  repunched  date,  Breen 

#3099,  flat  head  

PGGS  VF-30,  pleasing  original 
XF-40,  lightly  cleaned,  small 

scratch  in  obv  field  

XF-40,  scarce  original,  minor 

obv  rim  mark  

XF-45,  old  light  cleaning, 

rare  date   

AU-58,  outstanding  & 

unimpaired,  rare  

AU-50,  dipped  at  one  time 

but  sharp  

AU-50,  old  cleaning,  a  bit  off 

color,  rare   

XF-45,  light  toning,  small 

obverse  rim  mark   

XF-40,  nice  original,  obv  die 

clash  marks,  rare   

XF-45,  black,  red  &  green 

toning,  die  clashed,  rare   

AU-55,  sharp  strike,  peripheral 

toning  

XF-45,  blue  &  gold  toning   

ANACS  MS-62,  mottled  blue, 

gold  &  red  toning  

XF-45,  nice  coin   

AU-50,  sharp  original,  tiny 
reverse  rim  tick  


39.50 

55.00 
45.00 

225.00 

65.00 

65.00 
85.00 

40.00 
295.00 

325.00 

180.00 

500.00 

650.00 

250.00 

475.00 

75.00 

575.00 

600.00 

135.00 
35.00 

135.00 
50.00 

65.00 


Many  more  nice  coins  are  available.  Please  send  for  free  price  list. 
Conservative  grading  and  accurate  descriptions  guaranteed.  10  day  return 
privilege  for  coins  in  original  holders.  Please  add  $2  to  all  orders  for  postage 
and  handling.  California  residents  please  add  sales  tax.  Please  list  alternative 
selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G 
Redwood  City,  CA  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064 
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The  Carson  City  Mint  Museum  Revisited 


by 

Weimar  W.  White 

In  June,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  revisit  the  old  Carson  City  nnint  and  found  that 
much  had  changed  since  my  last  visit  in  1986.  The  gift  shop  has  been  expanded 
and  many  books  on'mining  and  coinage  are  now  available.  The  new  book  "Gold 
Coins  of  the  Old  West  -  The  Carson  City  Mint  1 870-1 893"  by  Douglas  Winter  and 
Larry  Cutler  was  for  sale  as  was  the  Red  Book  and  other  books  on  U.S.  coinage. 
The  mint  museum  now  has  silver  artifacts  on  display  as  well  as  exhibits  on  animals 
native  to  Nevada. 

However,  the  most  significant  addition  to  the  museum  is  the  famous  Norman  H. 
Biltz  Collection  of  109  Carson  City  coins.  This  collection  is  owned  by  the  First 
Interstate  Bank  of  Nevada  with  its  head  office  in  Reno  but  it  is  on  loan  indefinitely 
to  the  mint  museum.  Norman  H.  Biltz  acquired  this  collection  over  a  period  of  35 
years.  During  this  time,  Mr.  Biltz  and  his  agents  were  continuously  upgrading  the 
set  as  higher  grade  specimens  became  available  at  conventions,  auctions  and 
private  sales.  Even  trips  abroad  were  necessary  to  procure  some  of  the  needed 
specimens. 

When  Mr.  Biltz  decided  to  sell  his  collection,  he  had  offers  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  He  finally  agreed  to  sell  it  in  1 971  to  the  Nevada  bank  only  if  it  were  never  to 
be  broken  up  and  was  permanently  preserved  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  people  of 
Nevada.  Another  stipulation  was  that  the  collection  could  not  leave  the  state  of 
Nevada.  One  of  the  factors  that  makes  this  collection  so  special  is  that  it  contains 
examples  of  all  Carson  City  Mint  issues  exceptfor  the  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  dime  and 
the  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter.  There  is  only  one  known  example  of  the  1 873-CC 
No  Arrows  dime  which  now  resides  in  the  Eliasberg  family  collection  and  only  four 
known  examples  of  the  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter. 

The  famous  Biltz  collection  is  displayed  in  a  small  room  which  is  a  vault  in  itself. 
However,  the  lighting  is  very  poor  and  it  is  most  difficult  to  get  a  good  view  of  the 
coins,  especially  the  silver  specimens.  Fortunately,  I  was  able  to  obtain  a  small 
flashlight  which  allowed  me  to  examine  all  1 09  coins.  The  coins  are  housed  in  two 
large  sheets  of  plastic,  one  for  the  gold  coinage  and  the  other  for  the  silver  coinage. 
I  will  attempt  to  give  my  impressions  of  some  of  the  high  grade  specimens  as  well 
as  the  general  condition  of  the  collection  as  determined  by  Mr.  Biltz. 

Forthe  Carson  City  dimes,  Mr.  Biltz  graded  the  1 874-CC,  the  1 875-CC  mintmark 
above  the  bow,  the  1 875-CC  mintmark  below  the  bow,  the  1 876-CC,  the  1 877-CC 
and  the  1 878-CC  as  uncirculated.  The  rest  of  the  dimes  range  in  grade  from  G  to 
VF.  Because  the  uncirculated  specimens  are  toned,  I  could  not  confirm  the 
uncirculated  grade  for  any  of  these  six  dimes.  As  we  all  know,  toning  can  hide  wear 
and  other  problems  on  the  surface  of  a  coin. 

There  are  two  twenty  cent  pieces  on  display.  The  1 875-CC  is  in  the  extra  fine 
category  while  the  1 876-CC  is  dull  from  sulfide  exposure.  The  1 876-CC  is  a  great 
rarity  and  was  graded  as  uncirculated  by  Mr.  Biltz.  I  was  unable  to  confirm  this 
grade. 
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The  quarters  are  attractive  circulated  specimens  with  the  1 878-CC  being  the  only 
uncirculated  coin.  This  coin  is  clearly  the  highest  quality  specimen  in  the  quarter 
series.  The  1870-CC  is  a  VF.  The  rest  range  in  grade  from  VF  to  AU. 

Norman  H.  Biltz  graded  his  1871-CC,  1874-CC,  1875-CC  and  1877-CC  halves 
as  uncirculated.  However,  only  the  1 877-CC  appeared  uncirculated  to  me  and  is  by 
far  the  finest  of  all  of  the  Carson  City  half  dollars.  The  1 870-CC  grades  a  solid  XF. 


White  Specimen  of  the  1877-CC  Half  Dollar 

The  Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  attractive  circulated  examples  and  range  in  grade 
from  VF  to  EF.  The  Trade  dollars  are  also  nice  and  range  in  grade  from  VF  to  AU. 

Mr.  Biltz  graded  all  of  his  1 3  Morgan  dollars  as  uncirculated.  In  terms  of  quality 
the  1 878-CC  is  a  very  nice  prooflike  specimen,  as  is  the  1885-CC.  However,  the 
1 890-CC  is  the  most  spectacular  example  in  the  series,  existing  as  a  gem  cameo 
deep  mirror  proof  like.  This  coin  steals  the  show  in  my  opinion.  The  1 889-CC  is  rather 
dull  due  to  sulfide  exposure  or  a  textured  planchet. 

The  gold  half  eagles  are  attractive  but  only  the  1891-CC  has  a  claim  to  an 
uncirculated  grade.  The  rest  of  the  coins  in  this  series  grade  VF  to  EF. 

In  the  gold  eagle  series,  the  1 890-CC  caught  my  eye  as  an  undisputed  gem.  What 
a  coin!  To  me,  the  1 891  -CC  has  a  claim  to  an  uncirculated  grade  but  the  rest  of  the 
coins  are  VF  to  AU  in  grade. 

Only  two  gold  double  eagles  are  uncirculated  in  my  opinion.  The  1 891  -CC  is  the 
highest  quality  coin  among  the  1 9  specimens.  I  believe  this  coin  could  easily  grade 
MS-63.  I  would  call  it  a  gem  specimen,  no  questions  asked.  This  coin  is  probably 
the  finest  1 891  -CC  double  eagle  in  existence  and  as  such,  it  is  a  priceless  specimen. 
The  1 890-CC  is  the  second  highest  quality  double  eagle.  The  rest  of  the  double 
eagles  range  in  grade  from  VF  to  AU.  The  celebrated  1870-CC  is  a  VF. 
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Conclusions 


The  Norman  H.  Biltz  collection,  now  owned  by  First  Interstate  Bank  of  Nevada, 
is  probably  the  most  complete  collection  of  Carson  City  coins  now  in  existence. 
Only  two  major  varieties  are  missing  from  the  collection.  In  general,  the  collection 
Is  of  very  high  quality.  The  coins  are  protected  from  harm  by  encasement  in  thick 
laminated  plastic.  In  my  opinion,  the  most  beautiful  specimens  without  regard  to 
absolute  rarity  are  the  1 877-CC  half  dollar  and  the  1 878-CC,  1 885-CC  and  1 890-CC 
Morgan  dollars.  Among  the  gold  coins,  the  1 890-CC  eagle  and  the  1 891  -CC  double 
eagle  immediately  catch  your  eye  as  gem  quality  specimens. 

When  visiting  the  old  Carson  City  Museum,  I  would  advise  bringing  a  flashlight 
to  examine  the  coins.  Otherwise,  the  lighting  is  just  too  poorto  appreciate  the  beauty 
of  the  specimens  on  display. 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1841  XF-45   $275 

1841  AU-53,  lustrous   675 

1842  XF-45,  smoothed  rev.  rim  bumps  160 
1842  AU-53,  blue-gray  peripheral  toning  415 

1844  AU-50,  untoned   795 

1845  XF-40,  original  gray  toning   395 

1845  PCGS  AU-50    975 

1846  AU-50    435 

1846-0  VF-30,  dark  original  toning   250 

1846-0  AU-53,  brilliant   1150 

1847  XF-40,  old  cleaning   185 

1848  VF-30,  dark  toning    395 

1848  XF-40,  light  gold  toning   565 

1848  AU-50    975 

1848  PCGS  AU-53,  gold  toning    1175 

1849  VF-35,  dark  original  toning   265 

1 850  XF-45,  light  obv.  rim  bump   850 

1850  PCGS  AU-50    1850 

1853  AU-50,  sharp  strike,  small 

burnish  mark  on  reverse    530 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1854  PCGS  XF-45   $3150 

1855  PCGS  AU-50    3900 

1 856  AU-50,  some  weakness  on  breast  1 075 

1858      ANACSPF-61    5850 

1860  AU-50,  dark  multicolored  toning  575 

1860  PCGS  AU-55,  medium  toning  . .  715 

1861  XF-40    925 

1861  PCGS  MS-60,  untoned,  nice  .. .  2675 

1862  PCGSPF-62    2150 

1864     XF-40,  original  gold  toning   475 

1864  XF-45    575 

1865  XF-40    450 

1865  AU-53,  dark  multicolor  toning  . .  925 

1866  NGC  MS-63,  multicolored  toning  3250 

1867  PCGS  AU-50    850 

1869      AU-50    675 

1872-S   ANACS  AU-50    2450 

1873  PF-60,  obverse  somewhat  dull  .  775 


DENNIS  NEWSOM  •  LSCC  #872 
P.O.  Box  21 
Lorton,  Virginia  22199 
Telephone  (703)  791-4352  evenings 
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HALF  DIMES 


1839-  0 
1840 

1840-  O 

1842-  0 
1843 

1844-  0 

1849-  0 

1851-  0 

1852-  0 
1853 
1853 

1853-  0 
1854 

1854-  0 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1857 
1859 
1860/0 
1861 
1864-S 
1869 
1871 
1872 

DIMES 

1837 

1838 

1838-0 

1838-0 

1840 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 

1843-  0 

1843-  0 

1845-  0 
1845-0 
1847 
1847 
1850 
1850 

1850-  O 
1853 
1855 
1856 

1856-  0 
1857 
1857 

1857-  0 


Nearly  Good    $3.75 

Drapery,  a  few  marks,  VF   35.00 

No  Drapery,  VG   9.50 

XF   200.00 

VG   6.75 

VF   350.00 

Fine    30.00 

Good    8.00 

VF   90.00 

No  Arrows,  XF   155.00 

Arrows,  recut  date,  Good   6.50 

No  Arrows,  nearly  Fine   175.00 

VG   5.50 

VG   7.50 

Nearly  Fine    9.50 


VG. 

Fine 

XF.. 

Fine 

VF.. 

AU.. 

Fine 

Fine 

VG.. 

VG.. 


5.50 
7.50 
25.00 
17.50 
20.00 
45.00 
75.00 
17.00 
5.75 
5.50 


Small  Date,  Good   $25,00 

Large  Stars,  Good   7.00 

Good    26.00 

XF   295.00 

Drapery,  scratch  on  shield,  VF  .  65.00 

Fine    15.00 

VF   45.00 

Fine,  rim  ding    25.00 

Fine    70.00 

Good    14.00 

G/VG    19.00 

High  Date,  VG   20.00 

High  date,  VF   40.00 

Fine    10.00 

VF   20.00 

Medium  0,  cleaned,  XF   70.00 

Arrows,  nearly  VF   8.00 

XF   40.00 

Large  Date,  Fine   15.00 

Medium  0,VG   12.00 

Fine,  cleaned   5.00 


XF. 
VG. 


25.00 
6.50 


DIMES 

1857-0  VF  

1863-S  Fine   

1869-S  VF  

1869-S  XF  

1873  No  Arrows,  Open  3,  VF  

1873-S  Good   

1873-S   VF,  circular  marks  

1874  VG  

1875-CC  CO  in  wreath,  weak  rev,  Good . 

1875-S   S  in  wreath,  Good  

1875-S   S  under  wreath,  VG   

1877  Fine   

1886  VF  

1886-S  VG  

1890  VF  

1891  VF  


QUARTERS 

1842-0  Large  Date,  AG/G 

1854  VF  

1855-S  Fine   

1856  Fine   

1857  Fine   

1857-0  VG  

1858  Fine   

1859-0  XF  

1861  Fine   

1875-S  VG  

1875-S  Fine   

1875-  S  VF  

1876  VF  

1876-  S  Fine   

1876-S  VF  

1888-S  Fine   


$17.50 
32.00 
22.00 
80.00 
45.00 
10.00 
45.00 
6.00 
4.00 
4.75 
6.50 
5.00 
6.00 
25.00 
8.00 
9.00 

$7.50 
25.00 
60.00 
18.00 
18.00 
12.50 
18.00 
80.00 
14.00 
33.00 
52.00 
95.00 
15.00 
18.00 
22.00 
12.00 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1853 
1855-0 
1858-0 
1858-S 

1858-  S 

1859-  0 

1860-  0 
1871-S 
1871-S 
1873 
1873-S 
1875 
1875-S 
1876 


XF,  some  pin  scratches  

$95.00 

VG  

19.00 

Blundered  date,  harstily  cleaned  UNC 

125.00 

Fine   

35.00 

XF  

160.00 

XF  

75.00 

XF  

60.00 

Good   

15.00 

XF  

55.00 

Arrows,  Good   

23.00 

VG  

55.00 

VF.  polished  

30.00 

VF  

45.00 

AU  

120.00 

Roger  Lyies    •  LSCC#1429 

41051  Mission  Blvd. 
Fremont,  California  94539 
Telephone  (510)  226-2425 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  with  Clash  Marks 

by 

Delmer  B.  Harrison 

I  became  curious  about  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  with  clash  marks  after  reading 
the  article  by  Weimar  White  in  Issue  #61  of  the  journal  describing  the  obverse  clash 
marks  on  his  1 875-CC  half  dollar.  I  carefully  examined  the  Seated  half  dollars  in  my 
collection  and  recorded  the  date,  grade,  variety  and  location  of  the  clash  marks  on 
my  coins.  The  results  are  shown  in  the  table  below.  The  numerical  location  of  the 
obverse  clash  marks  are  as  described  by  Weimar  White  in  his  article.  For  quick 
reference,  these  numerical  locations  on  the  obverse  are  as  follows:  1 .  The 
impression  of  the  eagle's  wing  pit  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  drapery  below  the 
elbow.  2.  The  impression  of  the  side  of  the  eagle's  leg  between  the  pole  and  Miss 
Liberty's  arm.  3.  The  impression  of  the  area  between  the  claw  and  the  olive  branch 
in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  pole.  4.  The  tip  of  the  eagle's  claw  to  the  left  of  Miss 
Liberty's  shoulder.  5.  The  impression  of  the  area  between  the  olive  leaves  and  the 
eagle's  wing  to  the  left  of  Miss  Liberty's  elbow.  6.  The  outline  of  the  ribbon's  curl  to 
the  left  of  Miss  Liberty's  hand. 

I  found  no  clash  marks  on  any  of  the  Seated  halves  in  my  collection  before  1 853. 
Why  do  coins  with  clash  marks  become  more  numerous  in  the  later  years  of  the 
series?  I  also  found  reverse  clash  marks  from  an  obverse  die  on  14  Seated  halves 
in  my  collection.  Some  ofthese  pieces  also  have  obverse  clash  marks,  some  do  not. 
Just  how  rare  are  clash  marked  Seated  half  dollars?  And  can  anyone  explain  why 
there  would  be  clash  marks  on  the  low  mintage  issues  in  1885  and  1886. 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  with  Clash  Marks 


Obverse 


Date 

Condition 

WB  Variety 

Location 

Comments 

1853 

Choice  AU 

WB-101 

1,2 

Die  break  at  bottom  of  date 

1857-0 

Choice  AU 

WB-103 

1,2,3 

1859 

Choice  AU 

WB-101 

1,2,3 

1859-S 

AU 

WB-101 

1 

Die  breaks  on  obverse  &  reverse 

1866-S 

AU 

WB-103 

1,2,3,6 

Die  breaks  on  obverse  &  reverse 

1866-S 

AU 

WB-104 

1,2,3,5,6 

Die  breaks  on  obverse  &  reverse 

1 875-CC 

XF-45 

WB-102 

1,2 

Die  breaks  on  reverse 

1877-CC 

Choice  AU 

WB-104 

1,2 

Die  breaks  on  obverse  &  reverse 

1878 

Choice  AU 

WB-102 

1,2 

Die  breaks  on  reverse 

1885 

Choice  AU 

WB-101 

3 

1886 

Choice  AU 

WB-101 

1,2 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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A  Third  Variety  for  the  1840  With  Drapery  Quarter 

by 

Robert  A.  Izydore 

Two  varieties  of  the  1840  With  Drapery  quarter  are  described  by  Larry  Briggs  in 
his  Liberty  Seated  quarter  encyclopedia.  These  are  named  the  transitional  variety 
which  is  the  usually  encountered  variety,  and  the  new  hub  variety  which  Larry 
discovered  in  1 982. 

The  two  varieties  differ  only  slightly  on  the  obverse.  The  date  positions  vary  a  little 
with  the  date  a  little  closer  to  the  rock  on  the  scarcer  obverse.  Additionally  the 
scarcer  obverse  has  stars  1  -2  and  9-1 3  recut.  The  major  differences  appear  on  the 
reverse.  If  the  talons  on  the  claws  are  numbered  1  -6  from  left  to  right  as  viewed  by 
the  reader,  talons  1  &  2  on  the  left  claw  and  talons  4  &  5  on  the  right  claw  are 
noticeably  separated  from  each  other  on  the  transitional  reverse.  On  the  new  hub 
reverse,  talons  1  &  2  are  noticeably  separated,  but  talons  4  &  5  nearly  touch.  On  the 
transitional  reverse,  the  letters  AM  in  AMERICA  touch  at  the  base,  several  vertical 
shield  linesextend  into  the  horizontal  lines  with  vertical  line  6  extending  to  horizontal 
line  4,  vertical  lines  4  and  5  extend  below  the  bottom  of  the  shield  to  the  second 
shield  line,  the  lowest  horizontal  line  extends  into  the  left  wing,  a  die  scratch  is  visible 
in  the  denticle  above  and  pastthe  second  S  in  STATES,  and  a  long  die  crack  passes 
through  the  center  of  the  coin.  On  the  new  hub  reverse,  the  letters  AM  and  Rl  touch 
at  the  base,  several  of  the  vertical  lines  extend  into  the  horizontal  lines  with  vertical 
line  4  extending  to  horizontal  line  5,  vertical  lines  1  and  4  extend  below  the  bottom 
of  the  shield  to  the  second  shield  line,  and  a  die  scratch  is  visible  in  the  denticles 
over  the  right  serif  of  the  U  in  UNITED. 


Third  Variety  of  1840  With  Drapery  Quarter 
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I  have  a  choice  extremely  fine  example  of  the  1 840  quarter  in  my  collection  that  does 
not  match  either  of  the  two  previously  described  varieties.  The  date  on  my  coin  is 
centered  and  0.8  mm  below  the  rock.  A  line  drawn  along  the  right  side  of  the  upright 
of  the  1  points  to  the  tip  of  the  shield.  There  is  some  evidence  of  recutting  under  the 
left  horizontal  of  the  4.  No  stars  are  recut,  but  stars  1 , 1 2  and  1 3  are  weak  in  the  center. 
There  is  a  weak  die  crack  that  extends  from  the  left  base  of  the  1  and  runs  diagonally 
to  the  right  to  near  the  denticle  under  the  left  side  of  the  8.  A  small  die  crack  extends 
from  the  left  side  of  the  pole  below  the  lowest  finger  and  runs  to  the  left  along  the  top 
of  Liberty's  shoulder.  Die  polish  lines  extend  to  the  left  from  Liberty's  chin.  The  obverse 
strike  is  weak  at  the  upper  gown  strap  and  at  Liberty's  left  hand.  On  the  reverse,  the 
letters  AM  touch  at  the  base,  but  the  letters  Rl  are  slightly  separated.  Vertical  line  12 
in  the  shield  extends  halfway  into  the  valley  above  the  lowest  horizontal  shield  lines, 
but  none  of  the  other  vertical  lines  in  the  shield  are  extended.  None  of  the  die  scratches 
or  cracks  observed  on  the  two  known  reverses  are  present.  Both  claws  are  long  and 
curved.  Talons  1  &  2  on  the  left  claw  are  noticeably  closer  than  they  are  in  the  new  hub 
reverse  with  the  tip  of  talon  2  virtually  touching  talon  1 .  Talons  4  &  5  on  the  right  claw 
are  slightly  separated,  while  talons  2  &  3  on  the  left  claw  and  talons  5  &  6  on  the  right 
claw  do  not  touch  each  other.  Talon  4  on  the  right  claw  touches  the  feather.  There  is 
a  small  die  scratch  that  runs  from  the  denticle  centered  above  the  M  to  the  center  of 
the  right  upper  serif  of  the  M.  The  right  outer  edge  of  the  Q  and  the  outer  left  upright 
of  the  U  have  been  recut.  Die  polish  lines  appear  above  the  letters  ST  in  STATES.  There 
is  a  weakness  of  strike  on  the  eagle's  left  leg,  on  the  feathers  of  the  upper  arrow  and 
on  the  horizontal  shield  lines. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  coin  described  herein  is  a  high  grade  example  of  this 
new  variety.  Examples  that  are  worn,  weakly  struck  or  struck  after  additional  die 
wear  has  occurred  may  not  clearly  show  all  of  the  diagnostics  described  above. 
However,  there  are  enough  diagnostics  provided  to  allow  this  third  variety  of  the 
1840  With  Drapery  quarter  to  be  distinguished  from  the  two  previously  reported 
varieties.  The  spacing  of  the  talons  on  the  claws,  especially  the  virtual  touching  of 
talons  1  &  2,  and  the  virtual  absence  of  extended  reverse  shield  lines  are  the  best 
diagnostics  to  use  in  identifying  this  variety. 

The  pictures  of  the  1 840  With  Drapery  quarter  were  taken  by  Robert  Schreiner. 

♦ 

1842  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 

NGC  AU-55.  Medium  dark  gray  &  orange,  with  clean  surfaces.  An  interesting 
coin  with  rim  cuds.  This  variety  was  featured  an  a  Letter  to  the  Editor  in  Issue 
#60  of  the  journal.     Price:  $540. 

Postpaid.  Seven  Day  Return  Privilege. 

Alex  A.  Pancheco    •    LSCC  #1 345 

P.O.  Box  2357 
Corvallis,  Oregon  97339-2357 
Telephone  (503)  752-6651 
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THE 

JAMES  BENNETT  PRYOR 

COLLECTION 

United  States  Half  Dollars 

imiiiding  gciu  Libciiij  Scaled  issues 


To  be  sold  in  Los  Angeles 
-January  25,  1996 
to  the  order  of 
The  Pryor  family 


On  lanuary  25.  1996,  in  Los  Angeles, 
we  will  be  selling  at  public  auction  sale 
one  of  the  finest  private  collections  to  be 
offered  in  our  generation  Nearly  all  of  tfie  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  are  Mint  State  and  are  mostly 
gems  Included  are  memorable  specimens  of 
1847/6.  1855-S,  1866-S  No  Motto,  1878-S,a 
complete  set  of  Mint  State!  1 1  Carson  City  half 
dollars  and  more! 

Formed  by  the  late  lames  Bennett  Pryor,  the 
collection  of  United  States  half  dollars  is  virtually 
complete  from  the  first  date  of  issue.  1 794  It 
comprises  most  of  the  great  classic  rarities,  many 
of  them  Condition  Census  or  Finest  Known  This 
will  be  followed  on  lanuary  26  by  one  sale  of  the 
Dr  Set  Shababian  Collection  of  U  S  Rarities 
which  will  also  have  many  superb  Liberty  Seated 
coins  from  half  dimes  to  silver  dollars 

In  keeping  with  the  outstanding  quality  of  the 
lames  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  and  the  incompa- 
rable Bowers  and  Merena  auction  tradition,  a 
superbly  illustrated  Grand  Format  "  catalogue  is 
now  in  preparation  showcasing  this  important 
cabinet  As  a  Liberty  Seated  Com  Club  member 
we  invite  you  to  participate  as  a  bidder  in  one  of 
the  greatest  auction  events  of  our  generation,  a 
collection  that  will  be  forever  remembered  as  one 
of  America  s  finest 

A  regular  softbound  sale  catalogue  will  be 
prepared  for  bidders,  and  for  those  wishing  a 
permanent  remembrance  of  this  landmark  event  a 
special  Deluxe  Hardbound  Library  Limited 
Edition  (limited  to  a  maximum  of  500  copies!  will 
be  available  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis 
Your  name  lor.  if  preferred,  your  initials!  will  be 
printed  in  the  Patron  List  in  the  Deluxe  Edition 


Each  copy  will  be  serially  numbered  and 
will  be  hand-signed  by  Q  David  Bowers 
and  Mark  Borckardt  (cata- 
loguers of  the  collection! 
and  Raymond  N 
Merena 

We  invite  you  to 
order  your  catalogue 
copydesi  as  follows 

•  Option  I :  Regular 
edition  subscription:  Softbound  Automati- 
cally sent  to  all  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogue 
subscribers  If  you  are  not  presently  a 
subscriber,  your  check  or  credit  card  authoriza- 
tion for  just  579  will  bring  you  all  of  our 
periodical  catalogues  (or  the  next  12  months 
including  the  lames  Bennett  Pryor  Collection 
and  the  Dr  Set  Shababian  sales  Nearly  all  of 
our  sales  have  outstanding  Liberty  Seated 
coins  The  total  cover  price  of  the  catalogues 
IS  over  5200 

•  Option  2:  Regular  edition  single  copy: 

Softbound  Sepatalel>  S20  to  U  S  addresses 
530  elsewhere 

•  Option  3:  Deluxe  Hardbound  Library  Limited 
Edition:  5100  Limited  to  500  copies.  473  of 
which  are  for  sale  to  Patrons  In  the  event  of 
oversubscription,  copies  will  be  designated  to 
the  earliest  orders  received  and  orders  for 
multiple  copies  will  be  reduced  to  single 
copies  Your  copy  will  be  sent  to  you  after  the 
sale  and  will  include  a  list  of  prices  realized  If 
you  are  not  on  our  mailing  list  as  a  subscriber 

a  regular  softbound  working  copy  will  be  sent 
to  you  for  your  use  in  advance  of  the  sale 

To  order  Option  1 .  2.  or  3  send  us  a  note  with 
your  personal  check  or  credit  card  authorization, 
or  telephone  Mary  Tocci  of  our  Publications 
Department  and  charge  to  your  credit  card 

GJ1t95 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 
BOX  1224  •  WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-222-5993  •  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  603-569-5095  •  FAX  603-569-53IQ 
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An  Off  Center  1875-S  Half  Dollar 

by 

Larry  Rausch 


Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  list  five  major  varieties  for  the  1 875-S  half  dollar 
with  a  nnintage  of  3.2  million  pieces.  The  half  dollar  shown  here  is  of  the  WB- 
104  variety,  listed  as  having  a  small  wide  S  mintmark.  The  identifier  for  this 
variety  is  an  obverse  die  gouge  in  the  recessed  area  of  the  shield  above  the 
letters  TY  in  LIBERTY.  This  gouge  is  clearly  identifiable  on  this  specimen. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  a  weak  die  crack  from  the  D  in  UNITED  through 
the  top  of  the  S  in  STATES.  A  second  crack  runs  through  the  bottom  of  the  STA 
of  STATES.  A  third  crack  runs  through  the  top  of  the  AM  in  AMERICA. 

This  error  coin  first  surfaced  in  1981  in  the  Milt  Cohen  Collection  and  was 
sold  by  Bowers  &  Merena  in  January  1 985.  Finally,  Fred  Weinberg  sold  the  coin 
to  me  in  August  1985. 

In  their  book  "The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars"  ,  Randy 
Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  note  two  additional  off  center  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars. 
They  are  an  1 858-0  and  an  1 877.  From  "The  Big  Apple"  catalog  of  1 979,  Natalie 
Halpern  pictured  and  offered  for  sale  an  1870-S  half  dollar,  XF,  off  center  at 
3:00,  for  $750.  Two  obverse  cuts  can  be  observed  on  this  coin.  One  is  located 
across  the  left  breast  and  the  second  runs  from  the  right  knee  out  into  the  field. 

There  must  be  more  off  center  Liberty  Seated  halves  in  the  hands  of  other 
club  members.  I  would  like  to  invite  individuals  who  possess  any  of  these 
pieces  to  report  them  in  the  journal  for  documentation  within  the  numismatic 
community. 
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Some  Additional  Benefits  to  Third  Party  Grading 

by 

Frank  J.  Novak 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  liave  read  a  numismatic  article  as  well  researched, 
as  entertaining  and  as  informative  as  the  article  on  Third  Party  Grading  by  James 
Gray  in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal.  In  the  spirit  of  widening  the  discussion  on  this 
important  topic,  I  would  like  to  offer  opinions  from  my  experiences  on  some  of  the 
points  made  in  this  article. 

Authentication 

Receiving  an  opinion  on  the  grade  of  a  coin  by  the  third  party  grader  is  not  the  only 
benefitto  third  party  grading.  Anothervery  important  benefit  is  that  of  authentication. 
For  early  world  coins  that  are  not  accepted  by  the  grading  services,  I  can,  and  do, 
use  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Authentication  Bureau  (ANAAB).  For 
coins  that  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  grading  services,  I  use  them.  One  factor  here 
is  cost.  ANAAB  charges  a  minimum  of  $23  to  authenticate  a  coin,  but  it  is  well  worth 
It.  However,  ANACS  and  PCI  will  authenticate  a  coin  as  an  automatic  part  of  the 
grading  service  for  their  low  rate  of  $1 0  per  coin.  How  do  I  know  that  the  expertise 
of  ANACS  and  PCI  is  as  broad  as  that  of  ANAAB?  In  reality,  I  don't.  However,  ANACS 
and  PCI  have  each  spotted  some  fakes  in  my  world  coins.  I  would  suggest  to  Mr. 
Gray  that  authentication  may  be  one  reason  why  an  1901  -S  Barber  quarter  in  AG 
would  be  submitted  for  third  party  grading. 

Preservation  and  Protection 

I  absolutely  agree  with  Mr.  Gray  that  we  are  the  stewards  of  the  coins  that  come 
Into  our  possession,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  deliver  them  to  the  next  generation  in 
the  same  or  better  condition  than  when  we  received  them.  I  have  long  thought  that 
one  of  the  primary  benefits  of  sending  coins  to  a  major  grading  service  is  that  they 
are  placed  in  really  great  holders.  Time  will  tell,  of  course,  but  a  PCGS  or  NGC  slab 
may  prove  to  be  the  ideal  way  to  preserve  coins  for  the  future.  To  this  end,  I  wish  that 
someone  would  begin  to  encapsulate  a  broader  range  of  numismatic  material  such 
as  ancient  coins.  At  this  point,  I  have  had  Capital  holders  madefor  my  coins,  medals 
and  tokens  that  I  do  not  have  slabbed.  I  would  willingly  have  them  slabbed  if  the 
grading  services  would  expand  their  services  to  accept  these  items. 

Mr.  Gray  takes  on  a  difficult  topic  of  coin  cleaning.  In  ancient  coins,  for  example, 
one  must  accept  the  fact  that  almost  all  ancient  coins  have  been  cleaned.  Some  of 
these  coins  have  resided  in  collections  for  many  centuries,  and  have  been  worked 
on  by  several  owners.  Copper  has  been  cleaned,  and  re-toned.  Field  marks  have 
been  smoothed  with  tools.  Design  elements  have  been  strengthened  with  engraving 
tools.  Mounts  have  been  added  and  removed.  Additionally,  many  of  the  coins  were 
clipped  or  shaved  in  antiquity.  Nevertheless,  each  of  these  coins  remains  an 
interesting  artifact  of  an  ancient  culture.  The  amount  and  type  of  work  that  has  been 
done  on  each  coin  affects  its  value  and  desirability.  But,  standards  of  value  and 
desirability  change  through  the  centuries. 

Mr.  Gray  writes  of  the  practice  of  dipping  coins  so  that  they  will  receive  a  higher 
grade  from  a  grading  service.  Specifically,  he  discusses  an  1 854-C  gold  half  eagle 
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in  an  XF-45  grade.  He  states  that  the  coin  had  bag  marks  that  were  only  made  visible 
when  the  toning  was  removed.  I  could  ask,  why  is  it  wrong  to  dip  this  particular  coin 
when  the  prospective  buyer  will  have  a  better  impression  of  the  true  condition  of  the 
coin,  bag  marks  and  all,  with  the  toning  removed.  Personally,  I  never  remove  toning, 
but  that  is  a  personal  decision.  I  do  not  wish  to  judge  those  who  do.  About  matters 
of  taste,  there  can  be  no  dispute. 

The  Numismatic  Marketplace 

Third  party  grading  will  never  cure  the  ills  of  the  marketplace.  These  ills  are 
timeless.  The  lesson  we  must  learn  is  that  third  party  grading  is,  at  best,  someone's 
opinion.  Does  third  party  grading  open  the  marketplace  to  new  types  of  deception 
that  did  not  exist  before?  Absolutely!  Does  third  party  grading  make  practicing 
some  older  types  of  deception  more  difficult?  Again,  absolutely!  Knowledge  is 
power,  always  has  been,  always  will  be.  The  world  is  full  of  traps  for  the  naive. 
Accept  this,  and  enjoy  the  hobby. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  congratulate  Mr.  Gray  on  an  excellent  piece  of  work. 
Further,  I  believe  that  his  article  deserves  a  wider  circulation  within  the  numismatic 
community  than  the  Gobrecht  Journal  can  provide. 


n  n 

Wider  Distribution  of 
Third  Party  Grading  Article  Planned 

I  want  to  thank  LSCC  members  for  supporting  my  article  on  Third  Party  Grading 
for  the  Ahwash  Award  for  1995.  I  want  to  particularly  thank  those  members  who 
called  or  wrote  to  me  personally  to  express  their  satisfaction  with  the  thoughts  that 
were  contained  in  the  article.  That  kind  of  support  makes  all  of  the  time  and  hard 
work  that  went  into  the  article  worthwhile. 

The  article  has  been  submitted  to  Coin  World,  Numismatic  News  and  The 
Numismatist  for  publication.  But,  as  of  this  writing  it  has  not  yet  been  accepted  for 
publication  by  any  of  these  numismatic  publications.  I  informed  each  of  the  editors 
that  I  wished  no  remuneration  for  the  article,  only  that  it  be  noted  that  it  originally 
appeared  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

Several  members  of  the  club  have  asked  me  if  they  could  reproduce  the  article 
for  distribution  at  coin  club  meetings  and  coin  shows.  I  hereby  give  any  member  of 
the  club  permission  to  reproduce  all  or  any  part  of  the  article  for  any  non- 
commercial purpose  that  they  see  fit,  so  long  as  the  article  is  properly  attributed  to 
the  author  and  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

James  C.  Gray 
LSCC  #664 
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Another  1866  Half  Dollar  with 
Extra  Digits  in  the  Denticles 

by 

Glenn  R.  Peterson 

David  Templin  and  I  have  for  many  years  shared  an  interest  in  collecting  die 
varieties  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series.  We  have  both  corresponded  with 
Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert,  the  authors  of  the  reference  book,  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars.  We  have  contributed  our  findings  to  their  book  and 
have  tried  to  locate  not  only  the  varieties  described  by  these  authors,  but  new 
varieties  that  we  might  be  fortunate  enough  to  discover  while  examining  unattributed 
coins  in  this  series.  We  often  travel  to  shows  together  and  share  new  discoveries 
with  each  other  at  these  shows.  In  this  spirit,  we  made  a  fascinating  joint  discovery 
at  a  recent  coin  show  in  the  south. 

For  this  particular  show,  David  arrived  on  Friday,  but  I  could  not  get  away  until 
Saturday.  At  the  show,  he  had  been  searching  for  varieties  with  extra  date  digits  and 
was  able  to  find  an  1 866  half  dollar  with  extra  digits  in  the  denticles  below  the  date. 
He  recalled  that  the  1 866  date  was  known  with  a  digit  in  the  denticles,  but  this  extra 
digit  was  located  to  the  right  of  the  last  6  in  the  date.  This  new  variety  had  extra  digits 
below  the  8  in  the  date. 


1866  Half  Dollar  with  Extra  Digits  in  Denticles 
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When  I  arrived  the  next  morning,  David  immediately  showed  me  his  new 
discovery  and  I  added  it  to  the  quick  finder  list  that  we  had  prepared.  No  sooner  had 
I  done  this  when  the  doors  opened  and  I  took  my  amended  list  into  the  showfor  use 
in  my  search  for  new  varieties.  I  had  only  gone  half  way  down  the  first  aisle  when 
I  found  an  example  of  this  same  variety,  an  1866  half  dollar  with  the  extra  digits 
below  the  8.  Without  David's  new  information,  I  would  likely  have  passed  right  by 
this  coin. 

The  picture  below  shows  what  appears  to  be  two  extra  digits  in  the  denticles  just 
below  the  8  in  the  date  on  this  new  variety.  The  first  extra  digit  arches  out  on  both 
sides  of  a  denticle.  The  other  extra  digit  appears  as  a  line  higher  up  in  the  space  to 
the  left  of  the  same  denticle.  This  pair  of  extra  digits  is  identical  on  both  of  our 
specimens.  Three  spaces  to  the  right  below  the  first  6  in  the  date,  David's  coin 
shows  another  line  between  two  denticles  suggesting  the  possibility  of  a  third  extra 
digit.  This  extra  line  is  noticeably  absent  on  my  coin.  Does  this  extra  line  represent 
a  digit  that  has  been  lapped  away  from  the  die  before  my  coin  was  struck?  Only 
additional  research  will  answer  this  question.  But  I  can  say  that  sharing  information 
enhances  the  pleasure  one  gets  from  the  hobby  and  is  often  critical  in  the 
identification  of  interesting  die  varieties. 


Gray  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  1995 

James  C.  Gray  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  1995  for  his 
contribution,  "An  Overview  of  Third  Party  Grading",  that  appeared  in  Issue  #63  of 
the  journal.  The  Ahwash  Award  is  given  annually  for  the  best  article  to  appear  in  the 
journal  as  voted  by  the  club  members.  This  year's  award  covered  the  material  in 
Issues  #61  to  #63  and  the  award  winner  was  determined  as  a  result  of  a  vote  by 
club  members  during  July  1995.  A  total  of  84  ballots  were  received  from  club 
members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  three  articles  which  they  liked 
best  during  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote  for  three  articles 
because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread  the  votes  out  among 
many  articles.  There  were  21 6  votes  cast  from  the  84  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of 
the  results  is  given  below. 

Rank,  Article  and  Author 

VOTES 


1 .  An  Overview  of  Third  Party  Grading 

by  James  Gray   43 

2.  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime  Survey  Results  -  1 994 

by  A!  BIythe   26 

3.  The  Chemical  Causes  of  Pitted  Dies  at  the  Carson  City  Mint 

by  Weimar  White   20 

4.  Results  of  the  1 995  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Variety  Survey 

by  Gerry  Fortin    19 

5.  New  Hubs  Identified  for  Trade  Dollar  Series 

by  F.  Michael  Fazzari    18 

6.  Liberty  Seated  Coinage  -  An  Appreciation 

by  Carl  Honore   8 

7.  Off  Center  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

by  Larry  Rausch   8 


8.  A  Gobrecht  Medal  from  1 839 

by  William  Cregan  

9.  A  Third  Obverse  Die  for  the  1 870-CC  Dollar 

by  Bert  Schlosser  

10.  Liberty  Seated  Movie  Money 

by  William  Cregan  

1 1 .  Research  Indicates  that  Fazzari  1 877  Half  Dollar  is  an  Overdate 
by  Bill  Fivaz  

12.  An  1 875-CC  Half  Dollar  Struck  from  Clashed  Dies 

by  Weimar  White  

1 3.  Update  on  Trade  Dollar  Hub  Varieties 

by  F.  Michael  Fazzari   

1 4.  Better  Research  is  Needed  for  New  Valentine  Varieties 

by  William  Harmon  

1 5.  The  1 856/4  Seated  Dollar:  Fact  or  Myth 

by  Carl  Ingraffia  
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1 6.  A  Dissenting  Opinion  on  the  1 877/6  Half  Dollar 

by  Randall  Wiley   ^ 

17.  A  Study  of  1 866-S  Dinnes 

by  Jason  Carter   ^ 

18.  The  1891-S  Quarter 

by  William  Cregan   3 

1 9.  An  Important  1 872-S  Half  Dime  Variety 

by  Bill  Fivaz   ^ 

20.  Another  Blundered  Die  Identified  for  the  1856  Small  Date  Dime 

by  Gerry  Fortin    3 

21 .  More  Cuds  on  1 842  Seated  Dollars 

by  Wallace  Lee   3 

22.  Another  Interesting  1 854  Dime  Variety 

by  Jon  Potts   3 

23.  An  1 876-CC  Half  Dollar  with  an  Extra  Digit  in  the  Denticles 

by  Kent  Ingram   2 

24.  A  New  1855  Doubled  Die  Half  Dime  Discovered 

by  Chris  Pilliod    2 

25.  Some  Thoughts  on  Misplaced  Date  Digits 

by  Chris  Pilliod    2 

26.  Identifying  the  1 891  Quarter  with  an  Extra  89  in  the  Denticles 

by  Jack  White   2 

27.  A  Variation  of  the  1 845-0  Footless  1  Half  Dollar 

by  Paul  Brill  

28.  A  Shield  Defect  on  1 854  Seated  Dimes 
by  Gerard  O'Donnell  

29.  An  1 858  Half  Dollar  with  an  Errant  1  in  Shield 
by  Dick  Osburn  

30.  A  Newly  Discovered  Variety  for  the  1 871  Half  Dime 
by  Glenn  Peterson   

31.  A  Note  on  the  1851  GR-101  Dime 
by  Chris  Pilliod   


With  31  of  the  34  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article  award,  it 
is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However, 
even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader,  and 
therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  the  time  to 
contribute  articles  during  the  past  year,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive 
interesting  and  exciting  material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 
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WANTED  TO  BUY  #37 

Where  are  all  of  the  better  date  Seated  coins?  I  can  hardly  find  anything  to  buy  at 
shows  or  in  numisnnatic  ads. Why  not  raise  a  little  extra  cash  by  sending  me  some  of 
your  coins  for  purchase.  Other  better  dates  are  needed.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you! 


Good 

VG 

Fine 

Good 

VG 

Fine 

HALF  DIMES 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1846 

$135 

$220 

$375 

1839  ND 

$30 

$40 

_ 

10  10    1  P\ 

0 

y 

15 

24 

18  11 
1  6-4  1 

J.J 

37 

65 

1  8  Ail 
1  o04 

zuu 

290 

350 

1845 

16 

25 

44 

1  00  J 

1  /u 

220 

280 

1847 

11 

17 

27 

1866 

160 

200 

280 

1848 

27 

44 

63 

1867 

290 

325 

375 

1849 

21 

27 

39 

DIMES 

1850 

140 

210 

1856-S 

$60 

$105 

$190 

1851 

210 

"140 

1863 

190 

300 

380 

1852 

250 

J  /u 

1866-S 

20 

30 

45 

1862 

19 

J  J 

1867 

275 

420 

575 

1863 

13 

zz 

J  o 

1871-CC 
1871-S 

425 
13 

- 

22 

- 

33 

1864 
1865 

15 
14 

J.  J 
zj 

in 

J  1 

1874-S 

13 

25 

43 

1873-CC  ARK  85 

1  AC\ 
1 

ZZ  J 

1879 

120 

150 

180 

1879 

160 

1881 

90 

120 

155 

1882 

160 

1883 

140 

QUARTLKS 

1884 

210 

ZZ  V 

950 

1838 

3>6 

$1 1 

$20 

1885 

200 

1839 

6 

1 1 

20 

1886 

230 

J  \J\J 

1843 

7 

10 

17 

1887 

320 

360 

420 

1843-0  Lg  0 

45 

90 

150 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1844 

6 

10 

17 

1840 

$100 

S,]  30 

$1 50 

1845 

6 

10 

16 

1848 

150 

200 

250 

1846 

6 

10 

16 

1849 

85 

1 10 

150 

1847 

6 

10 

16 

1850 

250 

325 

425 

1851 

25 

34 

60 

1853 

105 

135 

175 

1852 

27 

38 

60 

1854 

650 

850 

1200 

1853  NA 

175 

250 

350 

1855 

490 

750 

950 

1866 

225 

340 

410 

1856 

185 

265 

300 

1867 

115 

160 

200 

1857 

200 

260 

310 

1870-CC 

1250 

2100 

3900 

1861 

275 

400 

500 

1871-CC 

800 

1862 

225 

350 

440 

1873-CC 

1000 

1863 

140 

185 

230 

1878-S 

60 

105 

150 

1864 

130 

160 

210 

1884 

140 

190 

230 

1865 

110 

150 

200 

1886 

190 

250 

300 

1866 

100 

140 

190 

1887 

135 

175 

225 

1867 

110 

160 

210 

1888 

130 

170 

215 

1872-S 

150 

200 

260 

All  coins  must  make  grade  and  be  undamaged.  Other  dates  and  grades,  damaged  or  not,  also 
wanted.  Call  or  write  with  offers.  Immediate  payment!  Call  or  write  for  my  current  sell  list! 


Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  CA  94083  •  Telephone  (415)  583-9908 
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Letters  To  The  Editor 

James  Gray's  article  on  Third  Party  Grading  in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal  was 
superb.  His  last  sentence  on  the  future  of  the  hobby  expresses  the  sentinnents  of 
every  responsible  collector  and  dealer  I  have  spoken  to.  The  LSCC  has  done  a  great 
service  to  the  collecting  connmunity  by  publishing  this  article. 

Let  the  buyer  determine  if  he  will  pay  the  asking  price,  and  let  the  seller  decide 
if  he  will  accept  an  alternative  offer.  That  is  the  way  coins  are  accurately  graded. 
Eliminate  the  uninvited  guest  opinion,  it  is  simply  another  unnecessary  expense  to 
both  the  collector  and  dealer. 

Lowell  Weitz 
LSCC  #1584 

I  enjoyed  reading  James  Gray's  article  on  Third  Party  Grading  in  Issue  #63  of  the 
journal.  In  my  opinion,  the  long  term  benefit  in  slabbing  coins  is  for  the  protection  of 
the  coins.  Collectors  are  notorious  for  not  knowing  much  about  coin  chemistry  or 
knowing  how  to  protect  their  holdings  from  environmental  damage.  Slabbing  is  a  key 
in  preventing  additional  corrosion  on  toned  coins  and  in  protecting  pristine  coins  from 
becoming  toned  or  corroded.  Grading  standards  will  no  doubt  continue  to  change,  so 
that  in  the  future  the  numerical  grade  on  the  holder  may  not  even  be  very  meaningful. 
But  collectors  will  benefit  long  term  from  slabbing  by  being  more  confident  that  their 
coins  are  well  protected.  This  would  seem  to  be  more  importantthan  being  concerned 
about  whether  the  holder  states  that  the  coin  is  MS-63  or  f\/IS-64. 

Weimar  White 
LSCC  #660 


James  Gray  wrote  a  thought  provoking  assessment  of  Third  Party  Grading  in  his 
article  in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal.  His  message  should  be  a  wake  up  call  for 
collectors  and  dealers  alike.  In  his  words  "  The  sight  unseen  market  is  a  dumping 
ground  for  inferior  coins,  and  the  thought  that  a  serious  collector  or  connoisseur 
would  participate  is  ludicrous".  I  agree,  and  I  would  like  to  add  that  the  same  might 
be  said  for  sight  seen  pieces  if  third  party  grading  is  accepted  as  absolute  truth.  An 
experience  that  I  had  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Anaheim  this  summer  will  serve  to 
make  my  point.  One  dealer  at  the  convention  had  two  1875-CC  twenty  cent  pieces, 
one  was  slabbed  by  a  major  grading  service  and  the  other  was  raw.  Both  coins  were 
graded  AU-55.  On  two  occasions,  hours  apart,  I  examined  both  pieces  side  by  side, 
and  twice  I  came  to  the  same  conclusion.  I  felt  that  the  slabbed  piece  was  barely 
AU-50,  and  it  certainly  showed  far  more  wear  than  did  the  unslabbed  coin.  The  raw 
coin,  described  on  the  holder  as  being  well  struck,  was  probably  closer  to  AU-58, 
and  is  the  coin  that  I  purchased.  Even  the  dealer  questioned  the  grading  on  the 
slabbed  coin.  So  much  for  the  reliability  of  third  party  grading. 

Hal  V.  Dunn 
LSCC  #313 


❖  ❖ 
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James  Gray's  article  on  Third  Party  Grading  in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal  did  not 
mention  that  the  disclaimers  in  the  PCGS  and  NGC  population  reports  were  not 
made  voluntarily.  PCGS  was  the  target  of  a  criminal  investigation  by  the  Federal 
Trade  Commission  several  years  ago.  The  FTC  accused  PCGS  of  abetting  the 
abuse  of  the  population  reports  to  peddle  alleged  rarities  in  some  of  the  late  date 
20th  century  series.  The  FTC  couldn't  prove  anything  but  secured  from  PCGS  a 
consent  decree  in  which  PCGS  agreed  to  include  the  disclaimers  in  their  advertising 
and  in  all  of  their  brochures.  The  other  grading  services  then  followed  their  lead  with 
disclaimers  of  their  own. 

Michael  Ontko 
LSCC  #1585 


I  really  enjoyed  James  Gray's  article  on  Third  Party  Grading  in  Issue  #63  of  the 
journal.  He  has  written  what  a  lot  of  people  have  been  saying  for  some  time,  namely 
that  third  party  grading  has  not  lived  up  to  its  promise  of  providing  accurately 
graded  coins  for  purchase  on  the  numismatic  market.  As  he  puts  it,  "  buyers  are 
getting  the  worst  possible  coins  at  each  grade  level".  I  liked  his  suggestion  of 
providing  more  information  on  the  slabs.  I  expect  that  this  will  happen  when  the 
existing  supply  of  ungraded  coins  is  largely  exhausted.  Initially,  there  will  probably 
be  a  reduced  fee  for  coins  that  are  resubmitted  for  the  informational  slab.  I  would 
expect  that  the  price  would  go  back  up  once  the  new  service  became  popular. 

I  appreciate  Gray's  proper  use  of  the  terms  altered  and  processed.  Many 
numismatic  writers  ignore  these  differences  and  it  leads  to  confusion.  I  personally 
believe  that  a  lot  of  the  trouble  we  have  with  artificial  toning  and  original  toning  lies 
in  the  lack  of  proper  terminology.  We  simply  cannot  explain  what  we  mean! 

Scott  Grieb 
LSCC  #740 


Does  LSCC  have  an  official  position  on  whether  or  not  chopmarked  Trade  dollars 
can  be  uncirculated?  Q.  David  Bowers  and  others  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  can 
be  uncirculated.  I  also  agree  that  a  chopmarked  coin  can  be  graded  as  uncircu- 
lated. However,  PCGS,  NGC  and  ANACS  won't  even  grade  any  chopmarked  coin 
no  matter  what  the  condition.  Perhaps  LSCC  can  help  to  persuade  the  grading 
services  to  change  their  policies  on  this  matter. 

Jack  White 
LSCC  #1497 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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HALF  DIMES 


QUARTERS 


1837 
1837 
1842-0 
1844-0 

1849-  0 

1850-  O 
1853 
1863 
1864-S 
1864-S 
1868 
1868-S 
1871-S 

DIMES 

1839-0 
1840 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 

1843-  0 
1848 
1849 
1860-O 
1864 
1870-S 


Small  Date,  MS-63,  sharp   $700 

Large  Date,  AU-50    300 

VF-20,  weak  head   215 

XF-40,  minor  nick  on  knee   660 

NGCXF-40   400 

Large  0,  MS-60,  sharp   585 

NA,  MS-60,  full  strike    490 

VF-20,  evenly  worn   290 

AU-50    320 

MS-60   625 

AU-50,  lovely  toning   300 

V-1,NGC  MS-63    600 

V-1,  NGC  MS-63,  toned   495 


AU-58,  sharp,  lustrous   $450 

No  Drapery,  MS-60    225 

AU-50  


NGC  AU-50   1150 


VF-25   195 

MS-60   690 

MS-60,  choice  for  grade   335 

XF-40,  even  gray  patina   2575 

MS-60,  dies  clashed   950 

VG-10,  reverse  weakness   265 

1871-  CCAG-3   450 

1872-  CC  XF-40,  light  porosity   2550 

1 873-  GC  VF-30,  no  porosity   3800 

1875-CC  CO  below  bow,  MS-60,  sharp  . .  250 

1877-CC  MS-60   160 

1881      AU-50,  moderate  toning   345 

1 885-  S  VF-20,  minor  rev  scratches  ....  1 1 50 

1886-  S    MS-60-h   545 

1887-  S    MS-63   280 


QUARTERS 

1840-  O  Drapery,  NGC  AU-50    $500 

1841-  0  AU-50    275 

1842-  0  Large  Date,  AU-50,  toned   490 

1844  AU-55    200 

1845  AU-55,  diagonal  rev  crack   225 

1849  AU-50    270 

1849-  0  XF-40,  gray-green  patina   3250 

1850  XF-40,  lovely  pink  toning   145 

1850-  O  AU-50    460 

1851  AU-50   310 


1852 

1852-0 

1853 

1853 

1853/4 

1854 

1855-S 

1857-0 

1859-  S 

1860-  S 
1864 
1867 
1872-CC 
1881 
1887 
1889 


AU-50   $350 

XF-40,  above  average  strike   1 500 

NA,  MS-60,  doubling  on  5&3  . . .  3000 

A&R,  AU-50,  ANACS  cachet  ...  300 

AU-50,  lovely  toning   990 

PCGS  AU-58    295 

XF-40,  full  head   400 

AU-50,  prooflike    290 

VF-25,  gray  &  gold  toning   310 

F-12,  minor  obv  scratch   370 

XF-40,  darkly  toned   210 

XF-45    450 

PCGS  VG-10   725 

VF-20,  peripheral  gold  toning  . .  240 

VF-30,  mottled  toning   300 


XF-40 


200     HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 

1839 

1839 

1840 

1842 

1844-0 

1845 

1846-0 

1846-0 

1848 

1852-0 

1855-S 

1859 

1860-O 

1860-  S 

1861-  0 

1862-  S 
1865 
1866-S 
1868 
1868-S 


AU-50,  some  hairlines 


345 


No  Drapery,  XF-40   $595 

ND,  XF-45,  beautiful  toning  ....  790 

Drapery,  AU-50,  darkly  toned  . .  225 

Small  Letters,  AU-50    225 

Medium  Date,  AU-50    165 

AU-55    290 

AU-50    320 

Medium  Date,  AU-50    225 

Tall  Date,  VG-8,  original   295 

AU-50,  light  toning    410 

XF-40    385 

F-15,  weak  E  in  LIBERTY   1100 

MS-60,  gray  &  purple  toning  ...  400 

AU-50,  Type  2  reverse   165 

Large  S,  AU-50   210 

AU-50   180 

Medium  S,  AU-50,  choice   225 

PCI  AU-50    230 

No  Motto,  VF-20    375 

AU-50,  deeply  toned   325 


150 


1 870-CC  G-4,  evenly  worn   460 

1872-  S   AU-50,  original  mottled  toning . .  350 

1873-  CC  NA,  VF-20,  deeply  toned   450 

1 875     AU-50,  choice  for  grade   155 

1877-  CC  MS-63,  minor  die  clashing   875 

1878-  CCAU-50,  lightly  dipped,  lovely  ...  2850 
1880     AU-50,  peripheral  toning    425 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED.  LIBERTY  SEATED  COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED. 
Terms:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in 
unopened  holders.  Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

COIN  WON  COMPANY  •  LSCC#1283 

P.O.  Box  161 
Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
Telephone  (716)  688-0833  FAX  (716)  688-9049 
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Treasurer's  Report  1994-1995 

Beginning  Balance  -  July  20,  1994   $  7,849.55 

Receipts 

New  Members    $  643.00 

Renewal  Memberships   8,590.00 

Advertising   610.00 

Donations   20.00 

Interest  Income   261 .44 

Total  Receipts   $  10,124.44 

Total  Available  $  17,973.99 

Disbursements 

Printing   $  6,272.33 

Postage  &  Office  Supplies   3,343.91 

ANA  Membership  Dues   30.00 

Total  Spent   $  9,646.24 

Cash  Balance  July,  28,  1995   $  8,327.75 

Scott  Grieb 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBf RTy  SfflTfD  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

OUARTERSD  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 


^  Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776  ^ 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  ortwo 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1840-O  WD  Large  O 
Quarter 


I 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


